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To the memory of Celestia Rice Colby
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Introduction

“CIRCUMSTANCES ARE DESTINY. ! This terse statement was the entire entry made
for October 24, 1857, in the private journal of northeastern Ohio native Celestia
Rice Colby. Her entries were normally much more loquacious, but this brief ob-
servation represents both her fears and hopes for her future in one succinct state-
ment. Colby’s life in many aspects was entirely ordinary. She was a native-born,
aspiring middle-class, literate, white, rural mother and housewife. She never
achieved fame or fortune. She was one of the supposedly inconsequential people
of history who receive attention as part of a statistic or type, but commonly gar-
ner no individual consideration. Colby’s life gains notice over a century after her
death by virtue of her somewhat extraordinary effort to find time to write exten-
sively, not only as a means of self-reflection, but also for publication. These words
demonstrate that in the autumn of 1857, on the cusp of her thirtieth birthday,
Colby began in earnest a struggle to establish a sense of personal identity that
went beyond her immediate situation of housewife and mother.

The most intense span of Colby’s effort to change her circumstances, and
thus her destiny, occurred in the decade leading up to and into the Civil War,
and the largest part of this book is devoted to this time period. However, a broad
view of her entire life is necessary to truly understand her struggle. To that end,
her life story is presented in three stages. The first part lays out her formative
years from childhood through the first decade of her marriage. These chapters
serve as foundation to illustrate what she likely expected from her future and
why. My goal is to set the stage, so that the reader understands the influences at
play in constructing Colby’s expectations as well as those influences that had a
hand in her growing desire to deconstruct those expectations. The centerpiece
of the study, Part II, begins in the autumn of 1857 at the time in which Colby’s
attempt to change those expectations accelerated. Her most obvious efforts to
alter the course of her future continued until about midway through the Civil
War. During this time, Colby wrote extensively in her private journals as well as
producing many essays, stories, and letters for publication—all of which help to
illustrate her ongoing efforts to alter the expected path of her life. Each chapter
uses these works to move her journey forward in time and highlight the ebb and

xi



xii Introduction

flow effects of her evolving private and public attitudes on a myriad of issues.
Midway through the Civil War, Colby’s struggle to change the course of her life
seems to have stalled. This point marks the beginning of Part III, in which her
increasingly infrequent journal entries and published writings supplement the
examination of the remainder of her life in an effort to determine whether she
resolved her struggle or merely accepted defeat.

Colby hoped to alter her conditions in order to elevate her future. However,
over the years, the intensity of her struggle varied as her belief in her ability to
change her circumstances, and thus her destiny, often wavered. “My destiny is to
act, to do life’s humblest duties, in a narrow, unknown sphere, to crush back the
upspringing aspirations that rise in my soul, and to strive for the mastery over
my own spirit. Shall T ever attain this victory? Ah no!”? Colby was well aware
that her “uprising aspirations” put her at odds with accepted societal thoughts
about women’s roles. The “narrow, unknown sphere” of which she spoke is the
notion of separate spheres—men in the public realm and women in the private
one—an ideal that gained wide popular acceptance in the nineteenth century.
Simplistically stated, as the nineteenth century progressed, trends such as indus-
trialization, urbanization, and the rising market economy increasingly meant
that men’s labor was performed at a location separate from their homes. This
physical division between workspace and home contributed to an increased em-
phasis on the importance of the differences between public and private, which
in turn fed into a wider societal acceptance of the separate-spheres ideology.
This notion of separate public and private spheres was in reality primarily a
prescription for a cultural ideal rather than an actual description of real life;
nonetheless, it was a powerful ideal, which has endured, in only a somewhat
modified form, into the present. Its mid-nineteenth-century meaning implied
not mere separation, but more importantly, the so-called naturalness of this
division based on innate male and female character traits, which meant that
behavior that fell beyond those limits was unnatural, and thus wrong.

An important component of this gender separation was the differentia-
tion between the perceived nature of men’s and women’s responsibilities: men
“worked” in the public realm while women “tended” the private home. This dis-
tinction between working and tending was more than merely semantics. Among
other real consequences, it began the validation of the idea, which lingers into
the present, that tasks done by men outside the home, particularly for a wage,
were properly thought of as work, and tasks done by women inside their homes
were the result of the natural nurturing instinct and therefore not work and not
of any monetary—or real—value.> Thus Colby charged that her destiny as a
woman involved “life’s humblest tasks” and her fear that any greater aspiration
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would then necessarily be “crushed.” Mainstream societal norms maintained
that this “destiny” was a natural one—for all True Women.

As the 1850s unfolded, however, Colby’s views about her own life as well as
her gender’s natural role increasingly were affected by a small but growing an-
tebellum movement that countered some of the core tenets of separate-sphere
ideology. These “strong-minded” women—and men—spoke out against gen-
der inequality. They maintained that nature had little to do with the creation of
the woman’s sphere; society had created the boundaries on women’s roles. They
declared that all humanity, including women, had the innate—natural—right
to equality. This idea was not without some precedence, but by the 1850s it was
so antithetical to the emerging popular consensus regarding women’s roles that
mainstream society considered it quite radical. During the mid-century years
these two rival views—true woman versus strong-minded woman—could be
heard most definitively in New England, New York, and northeastern Ohio,
because the underlying cultural and economic changes that helped to spawn
these views emerged initially and quite forcefully in the urbanizing northeast-
ern United States. Despite the undeniable presence of both views, those voices
that prescribed the so-called proper behavior for true womanhood had a pow-
erful advantage. Economic, legal, and social parameters strongly supported
the notion of separated gender spheres; consequently, this idealized picture of
womanhood gained status as the model for all women. In this model, ordi-
nary—that is, normal—women gladly tended the private sphere, and thus the
“housewife” was born.

Colby battled both internal and external forces in her effort to reconcile her
personal hopes and ambitions with society’s expectations and obligations. This
evidence of her struggle challenges as well as corroborates some conventional
thoughts about how ordinary, white, mid-nineteenth-century women reacted to
conflicting role messages. In the nearly two centuries since the term “separate
spheres” gained popular acceptance, its meaning, its use, and its varied implica-
tions for the past as well as historical interpretation have devolved, evolved, and
sedimented in many ways. As knowledge about the actual lives of women has in-
creased, ideas about the historical reality of the ideal of separate spheres, as well as
its validity as a labeling term, have changed. Earlier women’s history scholarship
emphasizes the notion of gender-separated spheres as both a historical situation
and a tool for interpretation. Since that time, other factors such as class, race, re-
gion, and family have been layered into interpretations. Scholarship that focused
on women’s endeavors as factory workers, farmers, pioneers, reformers, writers,
students, teachers, friends, citizens, and mothers—to name just a few—demon-
strated that separate spheres and the concomitant labels of public and private
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must be considered within a wider framework. The labels’ function as scholarly
descriptors has gone through many stages, particularly in the last several decades.
Many years of scholarship have produced an evolution and maturity in women’s
and gender history that has flourished and branched out in unforeseen ways with
the addition of depth and detail. Because this study looks at one woman’s life
from both a broad contextual perspective and a narrower individual focus, this
abundance of scholarship informs this study in a myriad of ways.*

Although scholarship centered on subjects ranging from dairy techniques to
female higher education enhances our understanding of Colby’s life, the con-
cept of separate spheres is a vital consideration in any interpretation of her
experience. Some current scholarship questions whether separate spheres ever
represented more than a metaphorical concept, but regardless of whether his-
tory defines the concept as figurative or literal, Colby felt real effects. In reality,
Colby’s life was not separated physically into strict divisions of male/female
or public/private; however, this fact did not mean that the idea of a proper
woman’s sphere was an academic or a metaphorical concept. In Colby’s world,
it was a set of real ideological constructs that affected how she viewed herself
and what she believed was possible as well as how society viewed her actions.
Colby’s publications and private journals provide a window enabling us to see
how she perceived her role as a woman. This view reveals juxtaposition be-
tween her self-described ideal “inner life” and her actual day-to-day actions,
or self-described “outward world.” We will see that Colby saw her life as ir-
reparably divided, not necessarily between public and private, but between her
ideals and her reality, or her inner life and the outward world, both of which in
reality involved intertwined public/private and male/female spheres. External
and internal forces—pushes and pulls—operated in and on Colby’s life and
helped to form a conceptual framework that affected how and why she made
the decisions that she did. With the benefit of time, we can see more clearly
how this framework was constructed. The shifting cultural context that defined
much of the antebellum United States as it attempted to grow from infancy
and to establish a uniquely American identity provides the broad beams that
this framework rested on. These broad societal forces and their differing views
of what represented the natural state of humanity fueled much of the despair,
tensions, and conflict evident in Colby’s rhetoric.

Publicly, Colby wrote eloquently and forcefully about the natural equality
of all humankind and directly confronted subjects such as slavery, temperance,
education, and women’s rights. Privately, however, her actions were not always
as bold. Her public views regarding women’s place in society, when compared
to her private unpublished thoughts about the reality of her own life, offer
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poignant examples of her conflict. Publicly, she lamented women’s continued
subjugation: “To elevate and redeem woman—those who have been crushed
and bruised, trampled underfoot by the world, by society, too often less pure
than those whom it makes outcasts, and of whose very name it makes a by-
word of scorn, loathing and contempt, is an effort worthy of the loftiest powers
of woman’s genius, and ennobles it, and makes it sacred and holy—and yet it
is an effort that requires a noble and fearless daring, for it is not always a safe
thing to say ‘yes, when the world says ‘no.” Beyond platitudes, however, she
had very pragmatic demands based on her thoughts regarding innate human
rights: “But the most zealous advocates of woman’s rights ask for nothing more
than simple justice, and will never be willing to submit to anything short of it.”
Ironically, her impassioned pleas for equality, which were written during the
late 1850s and early 1860s, coincided with journal entries that reflect a sense of
deep doubt about her own worth and the value of her existence: “Another day
has passed in the same monotonous way in which all my days are passing. I've
done nothing worth recording.” Her private words of hopelessness, contrary to
her words in the public sphere, revealed that her passionate belief in the pos-
sibilities of change frequently did not play a major part in her everyday life. As
she put it bluntly: “Circumstances are destiny.”

As her story unfolds, we witness her evolving sense of social justice and the
budding rise of personal goals while simultaneously exploring the apparent in-
consistencies within her life. Her powerful published words would seem to show
that she had been an early crusader of sorts, brandishing the sword of equality,
consequences be damned. Her diaries, however, provide evidence of her frustra-
tions and hopes, a picture of perhaps a victim—a potential shining star dimmed
by overlaying clouds. The truthful answer is a somewhat more complicated and
multifaceted picture, complete with contradictions, accomplishments, frustra-
tions, joys, and sorrows. Each facet of her written legacy offers different perspec-
tives that often beg more questions than they answer about what it meant to be
a woman in nineteenth-century America. The final portrait is of a woman not
easily definable, but infinitely real and—Ilike many women today—conflicted
about her place in the world. This examination of Colby’s efforts to establish an
identity for herself serves as more than just an interesting look at one woman’s
past amid the changing goals and expectations of nineteenth-century America.
Celestia Rice Colby’s documentation of her own struggle provides us with the
opportunity to view details of how an ideal can operate to shape the beliefs
and behaviors of one woman. In many ways the nature, and even some of the
particulars, of her struggle are familiar to women of the present who still re-
ceive conflicting societal messages regarding their roles. The nineteenth-century
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ideal of gender-separated spheres is embedded in those modern messages. An
examination of the complex ways that those roles assigned to women in the past
actually were incorporated into their lives provides a foundation on which to
better understand the continuing struggle of modern women and adds valuable
depth to our broad perspectives regarding women and their perceived roles. In
order to accomplish this in-depth investigation, we must continue to add detail
harvested from the lives of individual women—women whose experiences spun
the threads of life that make up the intricate fabric of the past.

Before continuing with our examination, a few clarifying notes may be helpful.
first, for the sake of simplicity, I refer to Celestia Rice Colby as “Colby” through-
out the book, even when writing about her childhood and pre-marriage years.
I introduce other family members and friends with their full names and then
refer to them by their first names. For example, Colby’s husband, Lewis Colby,
is called “Lewis” throughout. Second, because Colby’s writings are the founda-
tion for this book, some explanatory context may be helpful to the reader. The
Colby Collection actually encompasses material from several members of her
family. Her youngest daughter, J. Rose Colby, was a professor at Illinois State
Normal University, and it was upon her death in 1941 that the collection of
personal and family papers came to the Illinois State University Archives, Illi-
nois State University, Normal, Illinois. The largest part of the collection focuses
on Rose’s professional career, but it also contains various remnants of other
members of her immediate family’s past, especially her mother’s writings. The
material directly traced to Colby includes personal journals, scrapbooks of
published writings, and many other pieces of miscellaneous writings.

Colby’s personal writings, which I refer to interchangeably as journals and
diaries, consist of more than 680 pages of handwritten, bound material from
the mid-1840s to 1865. Unlike many farmwomen’s diaries, these journals are not
merely a litany of tasks and weather reports, but rather are an intimate explo-
ration of her inner feelings about her life. This self-reflection makes them of
special importance, but this value does not eliminate the challenges common
to the use of personal writings. Any interpretation that relies on handwritten
documents intended as personal reflection must contend with a myriad of con-
cerns, including worries concerning the “completeness” of the available docu-
ments due to the lack of a clear beginning or ending; illegible, faded writing;
unfamiliar language and writing style; the veracity of entries; the ambiguity as
to motives; and uncertainty about the context in which they were written.

The issue of completeness is of special importance because a change in writ-
ing habits can be as vital a piece of evidence as the writing itself. In Colby’s case,
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informed interpretation lends itself to the conclusion that the collection con-
tains the whole of the diaries. The extant journals span the mid-1840s through
1865. Entries often appear daily in the years from 1849 to 1850 and from 1857 to
1860 and frequently range from half a page to several pages or more. The rest
of the time, entry frequency varies from weekly to monthly or less, and the
entry length is inconsistent as well. Despite the inconsistency in frequency and
length, the journals are for the most part coherent and chronological with the
possible exception of entries made in the early and mid-1840s. Colby’s first di-
ary begins with material—most of which is poetry, often undated—that appar-
ently was written during this early time span. In addition, some of this writing
may have been recopied from loose sheets, so exact composition dates are not
always verifiable. It is also impossible to know definitively whether a journal
ever existed for the years between 1854 and 1857. She ended one journal in 1854,
and then in October of 1857, she commenced writing in another one with no
notable fanfare, although the book itself seems to represent a new purchase. It
is a smaller lined book designed for writing, instead of an oversized ledger, as
is the previous journal. Contextual information, primarily the fact that during
those three years she had three children under the age of five, supports the idea
that she simply lacked the time or energy to write. When the entries do eventu-
ally stop in 1865, well over half of the book remains empty, so it is possible to
conclude that her journal writing ended as well.

As for the actual reading challenges, I was lucky. Although much of the ink is
very faded, I became accustomed—after numerous readings—relatively easily
to her prose style. Colby’s writing style and techniques indicate a certain level
of sophistication. She used proper grammar and syntax, and the actual script
itself usually is clear and well formed. In addition, the sprinkling of foreign
phrases, quotes, and references to literature, history, geography, and philosophy
allude to education. Because Colby’s apparent motive was to explore her inner-
most feelings, she wrote relatively infrequently about more mundane topics.
Consequently for my purposes, her choice to share these feelings represents
both a challenge and an advantage. For example, as I read the journals, I was
immediately aware of her personal feelings, but it took considerable research
with other sources to reconstruct the basic framework of her everyday life. So
although Colby’s journals do not provide a clear contextual outline of her life,
they do provide abundant anecdotal evidence and tantalizing clues that inspire
further research as well as a gripping emotional framework.

In addition, unlike many ordinary women who write journals, Colby’s pri-
vate voice is not the only one available, as she also wrote frequently for publica-
tion. These works also represent a distinct set of challenges. The sheer number
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and variety of antebellum newspapers, as well as the difficulty in obtaining
extant copies today, make the task of tracking one individual’s contributions
extremely time consuming and difficult. Luckily, Colby’s habit of clipping her
own publications and saving them provides invaluable access to her public
writings today. However, perhaps to an even greater extent than with her pri-
vate writings, it is impossible to know whether those published pieces that sur-
vive today represent the whole or only a part. Between 1853 and approximately
1870, Colby kept scrapbooks that contain over 275 pieces that were published in
a number of publications. She wrote both fiction and nonfiction and covered
a diverse scope of topics that included not only reform movements such as
abolition, temperance, and women’s rights, but also themes like child-rearing,
education, cheese production, reading, and nature.

I located a number of these pieces in their original publications, and the
scrapbook clippings apparently represent the greatest part of the whole in
these cases. In addition, if Colby noted in her journal that she had sent some-
thing to a newspaper, then a corresponding clipping usually can be located in a
scrapbook. Until the mid-1860s the clippings also appear, for the most part, in
chronological order. Occasionally, a clipping will appear out of order, perhaps
indicating that it took her longer to obtain a copy. finally, like her personal
journals, her habit of clipping and pasting her writing ended in 1865, which left
a good portion of the scrapbook empty. She inserted several articles that origi-
nated in the late 1860s and early 1870s into the book, but unlike the others, these
items are not pasted in. This fact indicates that she had access to the book. All
of this evidence lends credence to a conclusion that her scrapbooks represent
the greater part, if not all, of the whole for the years between 1853 and 1870.

Even with this conclusion, the use of this material presents other challenges,
chiefly the inability to always ascertain the exact date or publication in which the
material originally appeared because her clippings often eliminated newspaper
names and dates. This fact, along with the inability to locate extant copies of
some of the newspapers, resulted in a failure to read all the pieces in their original
published form and context. Fortunately, prior research that focused on antebel-
lum newspapers helps to provide contextual information regarding the different
publications’ standard subject, content, and tenor. As for the undated material,
frequently the subject matter provides a good indicator of the timing. Regardless
of these occasional obstacles, the existence of these original essays, articles, and
editorial letters provides a vital window from which to view her public senti-
ments on many issues, especially when her diary entries are few or nonexistent.

The collection also contains a great number of unbound pieces of writing
produced mainly in the 1880s and 1890s that fall generally into the categories
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of miscellaneous manuscripts and miscellaneous correspondence. Frequently,
archives receive material that an individual or family has stored away for years—
forgotten and unorganized—and as such it is impossible to know the extent to
which they represent the whole. Much of these miscellaneous papers fall into
that grouping and consequently present even greater challenges regarding dat-
ing, placing into context, and at times even definitively identifying authorship.
Fortunately, some of this material is dated and its purpose clear; for example,
manuscript drafts of essays written for hopeful publication and letters received
from family and friends that include dates and names. Other items, such as drafts
of letters and bits of prose and poetry that Colby wrote, cannot always be com-
pletely verified as to date or ultimate purpose, but often can be categorized par-
tially through contextual references. This uncertainty does not render these ma-
terials always unusable, however. Ambiguity as to whether letters or manuscripts
were mailed or published does not alter their authenticity as a powerful guide to
help understand Colby’s state of mind when they were written. Although often
challenging because of the lack of clarity, this portion of the collection serves as
vital anecdotal evidence for interpretations of Colby’s postwar life.

Colby produced over 680 pages of diary entries and 275 newspaper and
periodical publications as well as a myriad of miscellaneous manuscripts and
correspondence. Although space precludes including even a fraction of that
total, I frequently provide long quotations. Several reasons are behind this need
for extended quotes. first, her private words are not published, thus by and
large are unavailable to the general reader; second, her public words, although
published, appeared in newspapers and periodicals that currently, at best, are
available in a limited fashion; third, Colby’s own words are vital in order to
attempt an interpretation of her perceptions about her own situation. So, in
order for the reader to gain a fair representation of Colby’s views, which are
this book’s primary focus, it is frequently necessary to include the full extent
of those words. Consequently, I have done minimal editing of Colby’s writing.
Any emphases within the entries, such as underlining in the diaries and italics in
published works, are Colby’s or appear in the original published sources in that
style. Punctuation, grammar, spelling, and style are unchanged, so occasionally
aword or phrase may seem quaint in its usage or misspelled because of changes
in writing style and standardized word spelling. Common differences include:
“staid” for “stayed,” “vail” for “veil,” “to day” for “today,” and “woman’s rights”
instead of “women’s rights.” However, because Colby’s writing is highly read-
able in its original style, these occasional aberrations are not indicated with the
usual notation of [sic]. Brackets are employed only if I felt that the addition of
a word or phrase is necessary for readability or clarification. finally, perhaps the
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most important justification for not only the extensive use of quotes, but also
the book itself, is the hope that the reader will gain sufficient understanding of
Colby’s perceptions about her life to realize the importance those thoughts can
have in our ongoing efforts to interpret women’s history. Although she was not
famous or important in a traditional historical sense, her life provides a vivid
illustration of an essential link in the ongoing historical process that shapes
women’s present lives and future possibilities, and as such serves as a valuable
connection between the past and the present.



ParT I

An Expected Life






CHAPTER ONE

1827—1848

“The impress of the Connecticut character”

INn FEBRUARY 1865, after several sleepless nights following the decision to sell
their home and move the family from Ohio to Illinois, Celestia Rice Colby
noted in her journal that her angst was “not because I regret the sale or wish to
stay in Cherry Valley. But every tie of my life has been formed in this humble
town.”! As we examine her life with the perspective of time, Colby’s observa-
tion proves astute. Her location in this small, rural, northeastern Ohio commu-
nity played a large part in her formation of self-identity. Her sense of self was so
strongly imbedded within the context of family, community, and country that
even when some of those ingrained patterns were at odds with her personal
hopes, she often seemed resistant to break completely from the established
norms in her life. Ironically, this past not only acted as a limiting force, but it
also helped lay the groundwork for the strong views that eventually broadened
her desires for the future.

Understanding the foundations beneath Colby’s outlook on her life’s expec-
tations is important if her later struggles are to be placed in any greater context.
Unfortunately, attempts to reconstruct the early years of any ordinary person’s
life from the first half of the nineteenth century, particularly a woman’s life,
present difficulties, and Colby is no exception. The nineteenth century pro-
duced very little in the way of official documentary evidence of women’s lives.
Fortunately, however, Colby’s recorded memories provide a starting place for
interpretation. Sometime after having children of her own, Colby wrote an es-
say—of which only an incomplete version survives—describing her early child-
hood. She nostalgically recalled “my father who lived in the ‘new settlement’ in
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northern Ohio. Indeed I believe he was one of “the first, who came into the
unbroken wilderness in the town of A. [Andover] and the humble location in
which I was born.” Her mother she described as “the gentle wife, who with her
woman’s love had left home and kindred in the old Bay State, to create by her
presence a new home in this wilderness. Here were born unto them four little
girls who did not even imagine that their humble home was not a palace.”?

Her depiction of her home as “one of love and peace,” represents a truth-
ful, albeit idealized, account of her early family life. She was the last of four
daughters born in rural Andover, Ohio, to Joel Rice and Flavia Rice, née Brad-
ley. Three girls preceded her birth: Celestia Resign, Cordelia, and Cirlissa, born
in April 1822, September 1823, and July 1825, respectively. Only two of the girls
survived until Colby’s birth. Celestia Resign—the first Celestia—died in July
of 1825, just two weeks before Cirlissa’s birth. Two years later, on December 19,
1827, Colby—she was christened Celestia M.—arrived and inherited her de-
ceased sister’s name. Eighteen months later, in July of 1829, Flavia gave birth to a
boy named John Bradley Rice. Colby failed to mention this fifth and final child
born to Joel and Flavia; perhaps he was left out of the story because only two
months after his birth, Flavia Rice passed away. Her mother died when Colby
was only eighteen months old; consequently, she could have no real memory
of her. Despite this fact, her writings consistently demonstrate how profoundly
her mother’s early death affected her. Colby’s draft of her nostalgic rendition
of her childhood reveals that she tried several alternate beginnings that incor-
porated her mother’s death. Ultimately, she chose to discard those versions and
continued the essay with an uplifting story of a happy home with an intact
mother. Failure to completely come to terms with this loss may have contrib-
uted to her inability to incorporate her death into a story for her own children,
preferring instead to garner an idealized account of her childhood based on her
wishful assumptions.?

Colby continued her childhood reflections with descriptions of their “of
course few and scattering” neighbors who, like her family, were working to
build a life in this sparsely settled landscape in northeastern Ohio. The major-
ity of settlers in this section of the new nation had started life in New England
and eventually moved west to look for new opportunities, and Colby’s parents
were no exception. Her father was born in 1796 in Granby, Connecticut, and
her mother spent her childhood less than ten miles away in Southwick, Massa-
chusetts. In December of 1819, Joel Rice and Flavia Bradley married at Feeding
Hills, just outside of Springfield, Massachusetts, at “the home of Elder Shep-
herd.” According to family history, Flavia Bradley was descended from an “Irish
gentlewoman of property” who had refused to take her husband’s name. The
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veracity of this defiant step is unknown, and although the tradition did not live
on in the New World, several generations later the genealogical notes made by
her great-granddaughter proudly related this bit of family history. Sometime
after their marriage, Joel and Flavia Rice, like many people looking for land
in the early nineteenth century, moved west to Ohio. By 1830, the couple was
settled in Andover, a pioneer community in southeastern Ashtabula County,
Ohio, which borders Pennsylvania on the east and Lake Erie to the north. The
young couple was one of very few families. In 1830, only about twenty-five oth-
er families lived in this newly settled portion of the county.*

Ashtabula County was part of the Western Reserve and, as such, had strong
cultural and social ties with New England. The Western Reserve, a small sec-
tion of the larger Northwest Territory, consisted of land that Connecticut
had claimed as its own. The preexisting inhabitants of the area—the Ameri-
can Indians—had contested this claim. Several years of fierce competition for
dominance meant many deaths on both sides before the native tribes of the
area acquiesced to the greater firepower and white influx. The 1795 Treaty of
Greenville, among other concessions, led to the removal of the tribes from the
area. Connecticut ceded the territory that is now northeast Ohio to Congress
in 1800. Congress then officially opened the land to settlement. A few pioneers
had set out even before this time, but between 1795 and 1800, the total num-
ber of white adult men resident in the whole of the Northwest Territory was
likely only five thousand. The first permanent settlers arrived at what would be
Ashtabula County from Connecticut in 1798. The total number of residents of
the Western Reserve in those two years before 1800 was probably not over 125,
so these twenty-five Connecticut transplants to Ashtabula made up about a
fifth of the Reserve total—a significant addition.’

The Connecticut foundation’s effect cannot be underestimated. An 1878 his-
tory of Ashtabula County claims proudly that “Ashtabula County may well be
considered the legitimate offspring of Connecticut. At least two-thirds of the
pioneer settlers of the different townships were born within the boundaries of
that State. Full one-half of her population to day [sic] can trace their lineage to
the enlightened people . . . of the Connecticut. . . . It was but natural that the
new colony should bear the impress of the Connecticut character.”® What this
“Connecticut character” meant was that unlike some sections of Ohio whose
strong economic and family links to the Southern states lent them a more rustic
feel, New England transplants considered themselves more urbane. They had
brought their culture with them, which included orderly communities with
schools, libraries, and churches connected by a strong sense of Puritan pride
and work ethic.
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The settlers would need that work ethic. Colby’s essay describes the “unbroken
wilderness” and the “humble log cabin” in which her family lived. The “surround-
ings demanded sturdy toil to fell the giant trees, and make the farm—that was to
be when its crop of oak, chestnut, maple, beech and elm trees were removed—
productive.” Her words capture the essence of the struggle that these early set-
tlers faced as they attempted to claim farmland from the “gently undulating,”
abundantly forested, and predominantly clay soil. Although farmers eventually
grew wheat, corn, and oats, these products never would be sufficient to sustain
a family. The area’s future lay in its cows. Once the land was cleared, Ashtabula
County primarily, and very successfully, produced and sold butter and cheese.”

Despite the challenges of the environment, occasional deadly skirmishes with
the last remnants of American Indians, the fear linked to Tecumseh’s attempts
at forming an American Indian federation, and the few battles fought in nearby
Lake Erie during the War of 1812, New England settlers continued their trek into
northeast Ohio. By 1804, the Western Reserve population grew to between 400
and 500 people, and by 1812 this number surged to 1,500. Ashtabula organized
as a county in 1811, and in the years after the war its population grew steadily.
In 1820, approximately 7,400 people called it home, and by 1830, it boasted ap-
proximately 15,000 residents. In 1860, this number had doubled to 31,805 peo-
ple. These new arrivals were a very homogeneous group—white, native-born,
Protestant, farm families. The census information for the county at large from
1820 through 1870 lists no slaves and only a handful of immigrants and “free
blacks.” As Ashtabula County grew, new communities were born. In 1827, the
village of Cherry Valley, initially an offshoot of Andover, officially broke away
and elected its own local governing body. By 1829, the year Colby’s brother John
Bradley Rice was born and Flavia Rice died, it even boasted its own postmaster.
The Rice family still lived in Andover when Flavia Rice died, but just over a year
later in November of 1830, Joel Rice remarried, and sometime between 1830 and
1832, Joel Rice and his new wife Evelina Rice, née Johnson, moved the entire
family several miles west to this new community—Cherry Valley, Ohio.?

Cherry Valley was fairly representative of what was considered the northwest
at this time, in which transplanted New Englanders strove to recreate ordered
communities within their still predominantly rural environments. True to this
end, the first settlers to the Cherry Valley Township established an organized
society in which they constructed their homes and businesses along several
intersecting roads. The area’s first road, Hayes Road—named after the man in-
strumental in its construction, Col. Richard Hayes—was built in 1812. The first
frame barn was built in 1818, the first frame house in 1825, followed by a sawmill
in 1829. By the time the Rices arrived from Andover in the early 1830s, Cherry
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Valley was not merely a town legitimized by the act of a petition to separate, but
an already viable community.’

Today, Cherry Valley consists of a few houses surrounded by woods and
grape arbors identified by a sign at the intersection of Routes 9o and 11, but
in the early and middle nineteenth century it was a thriving rural community.
Initially, Cherry Valley was typical of many frontier settlements, as many people
came and went during its first decade of existence. It eventually coalesced, as
those residents who could afford to purchase and improve land stayed and those
who could not moved on. In 1840, the year that Colby turned thirteen, Cherry
Valley’s population was 690 people—approximately a third each of men, wom-
en, and children. Throughout Colby’s residency, this population remained fairly
steady before starting to drop in the decade after the Civil War. By 1920 it had
plummeted to only 256 people, and today it lacks a separate census figure or a
post office of its own.!?

Families like the Rices, who arrived in the 1830s and 1840s and settled, kept
the population relatively stable. When the children and grandchildren of these
families became adults, however, many of them either migrated to more urban
areas or moved west. Although mobility typified the late nineteenth century,
an additional factor contributed to Cherry Valley’s lack of growth and eventual
decline as compared to Ashtabula County as a whole: no railroad lines entered
the community. Other parts of the county were connected by rail to each other
and eventually to the rest of the country, but a rail line did not enter into the
southeastern section of the county until 1873. In an age of transportation revo-
lution centered on train travel, Cherry Valley’s fate was sealed when the rail line
passed to the east through Andover.!!

Joel Rice, somewhat of an entrepreneur, worked at times as a peddler, a mer-
chant, a farmer, and a speculator. He owned dairy-farm real estate and partici-
pated in the rising market economy by opening in 1832 the “second store” at
the corner of Hayes and Center roads in Cherry Valley. Census reports show
the family’s assets to be among the highest in the community. The Rice family
also continued to grow after their arrival in Cherry Valley. Three more children,
Napoleon, Flavia E., and Jay Joel, were born in December 1831, November 1840,
and March 1842, respectively. They also housed an occasional hired hand or
young male relative who helped with the farm. During Colby’s preteen years
the household fairly consistently included two adult men who worked primar-
ily on the farm, one adult woman who worked in the house and the farm, five
children in school, and several under five years old. Young families dominated
the community, so although the Rice household was typical, all indications also
point to a certain level of prosperity.'?



8 “Circumstances are destiny”

In basic character, Colby’s family was much like those of her neighbors—typ-
ical northeastern pioneers who valued religion, education, and family. As will be
discussed at length, her adult writings show quite a high level of discontentment
with this typical life. These writings also indicate that, at least in Colby’s view,
other members of her family and community apparently did not experience this
same sort of unhappiness. Why? Although discerning the inner workings of their
minds is, unfortunately, not possible, we are privy to some of Colby’s thoughts.
Colby’s self-reflective words provide evidence that those very factors so impor-
tant in her community underpinned much of her later discontent. Ironically,
those values assessed to be core to the “Connecticut character” of which Ohio
was so proud contributed to her eventual struggles. An entire chapter of the
previously noted 1878 Ashtabula County history describes the many laudable
character qualities inherent in its “parent state.” “Education was cherished. . . .
Religious knowledge was carried to the highest degree of refinement and applied
to moral duties. . . . There was mutual trust. . . . The widest latitude was given to
forms of belief. . .. Connecticut from the first possessed unmixed popular liberty
... kept active by the constant exercise of elective franchise. There was nothing
morose in the Connecticut character. Life was not somber. . . . Religion itself
sometimes wore the garb of gaiety.”!? The manner in which those themes of
education, religious freedom, and personal liberty as a citizen manifested them-
selves throughout Colby’s life affected many of her life goals as well as her level
of happiness. Their initial embodiment occurred in her childhood.

Despite the cheery tenor of Colby’s essay on her childhood, other evidence
disputes this interpretation. Happiness was not a constant. In Colby’s own esti-
mation, her mother’s early death serves as a turning point. Her father’s second
wife—he eventually would marry again and outlive his three wives—inade-
quately filled the void left by her mother’s absence. Colby’s extensive writings
never mention Evelina Rice, who entered Colby’s life in the role of stepmother
in 1830 when Colby was only three years old, and remained in it until her death
in December of 1863. Colby’s descriptions and references to her father neglect-
ed to mention a spouse. This omission is especially ironic; prior to the marriage
Evelina was already a part of the family. She was Flavia Rice’s half-sister, thus
Colby’s aunt. Colby’s daughter, J. Rose Colby, who as an adult wrote about her
mother’s early life, did describe Evelina Rice: “A strange form had taken the lost
mother’s place. Unloving eyes looked upon the child, harsh words filled her
ear.”’!* Apparently, Colby did not refer to Evelina Rice in a loving “motherly”
way. Rose’s own memories of the woman, which would have ended in 1863
when Rose was only aged six, must not have been positive enough to counter-
act those negative impressions.
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Colby’s early religious experiences did not foster happiness either. Colby’s
memories of her childhood church experiences could not even remotely be
described as wearing a “garb of gaiety.” Colby’s father, Joel Rice, his succes-
sive wives, and various members of the extended Rice family are buried in the
Congregational cemetery in Andover, which was where the Rices apparently
attended worship services. Joel Rice was originally from Connecticut where
the Congregational Church was the official state religion until 1818 and still
dominated until well into the 1840s, so the family’s membership in what could
be a rather conservative denomination was not surprising. Congregationalism,
when supported by a strong Puritan strain of Calvinism, with its emphasis then
on the total depravity of humanity and the unconditional salvation of the elect,
could have been a depressing force on a young girl unsure of her place. Colby’s
daughter validated this interpretation with her assertion that Colby’s child-
hood religious experiences were indeed unhappy ones: “A stern religion beset
her. John Calvin’s gloomy soul inspired all about her, his dark fancies lowered
over their lives. Terror and wonder and ignorant faith dwelt together in her
mind.” In her later life, Colby disavowed many aspects of this style of ortho-
dox religion by repudiating the notion that God’s presence was captured in
the “gloomy” aspect of John Calvin. Her adult view that God’s love was better
seen and felt in a flower, however, came after a hard-fought battle against her
Calvinistic religious influences. Looking back over his life, radical abolition-
ist Parker Pillsbury blamed the “drapery of gloom,” which was his Calvinistic
Congregationalist upbringing, for his poor self-confidence as an adult.'> Colby
also struggled with lifelong self-esteem issues, so perhaps like Pillsbury she
never really threw off its effects.

Calvinism strongly influenced Colby’s childhood home life, and Congrega-
tionalism was the area’s first religious denomination; nevertheless, Methodists
and Baptists soon predominated in Andover and Cherry Valley. Methodists met
in people’s homes in Cherry Valley as early as 1825, and a Baptist church was
established in 1830. So although the Rices apparently remained practicing Con-
gregationalists, Colby was exposed to other religious forces. Additionally, since
Baptists and Methodists dominated the area, their influence played a significant
role in the local culture as well as in the formation of societal norms of accept-
able behavior. Colby and the Rice family must have felt this presence, even if
they attended the Congregational church, as many of their closest neighbors—
the Colbys, Cornells, Giddings, Greens, Higbees, McDaniels, and Sweets—were
members of the Regular Baptist Church of Cherry Valley. David Colby, Colby’s
future father-in-law, was a leading member of the church and frequently took a
major role in the decision-making debates of the Baptist church.'®
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The Regular Baptist Church’s minutes validate the church’s involvement in
many aspects of people’s daily lives beyond their spirituality. In June of 1837,
a church committee deliberated on what to do about two members involved
in a civil lawsuit. After one party to the suit claimed that “all that what I have
done I view to be wrong” and asked for forgiveness, the church accepted his
apology and allowed him to retain membership. Members were also regularly
removed for infractions such as dancing, hunting on the Sabbath, and neglect-
ing the church as well as more specific wrongs such as an “attempt to injure the
character of Henry Andrew’s wife,” and “repeatedly getting intoxicated.” Several
members of the Regular Baptist Church were removed from church member-
ship because they “violated their covenant obligations” by attending service at
another church that appeared in Cherry Valley in the later 1830s: the Freewill
Baptist Church.!”

The existence of the Freewill Baptist denomination illustrates that even the
dominating presence of established churches could not stop other religious in-
fluences from entering the community. The formation in 1839 of the Freewill
Baptist Church, as the result of a theological difference with the Regular Baptist
Church, represented the influence of a societal force that swept through the
northeast United States in the first decades of the nineteenth century: the Sec-
ond Great Awakening. The initial Great Awakening, one hundred years prior,
gave birth to the Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians. The second incar-
nation, with its emphasis on a more individualistic and evangelistic form of
worship, was given fire by the “father of modern revivalism,” Charles Finney.
Evangelical churches added the spirit of reform and perfectionism to church
worship. Finney’s arrival and presence as president at nearby Oberlin College
in 1835 brought this spirit even closer to northeastern Ohio.!8

The Second Great Awakening attracted far more women than men, and
women dominated the benevolent efforts of the churches. Ideas about how
to solve complicated social problems sometimes collided with patriarchal re-
ligious tradition and complicated spiritual choices. Antislavery reform efforts
provide a prime example. Slavery became an important issue in the Western
Reserve area of Ohio in the 1830s, and women formed numerous antislavery
societies including the first female Ashtabula County Anti-Slavery Society in
1832. During this decade, many reformers experienced growing dissatisfaction
regarding the methods proposed for ending slavery as well as the attitudes of
the more conservative element that insisted on increasingly secondary roles for
women. In particular, the Congregationalists experienced a certain degree of
lost moral authority with their precept that women should not take an active
or public role in the fight against slavery. For women involved in benevolent
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antislavery societies, this attitude made evangelical churches that more attrac-
tive. As the nineteenth century continued to unfold, social issues increasingly
intertwined with religions practice and altered people’s expectations regarding
their church’s role and their role within the church.?®

Evolving personal and community ideas about religion and social issues
played an important role in Colby’s future struggles, but education proved one
of the most important keys to both her satisfaction and dissatisfaction. Like re-
ligion, education was an early priority in Cherry Valley. Unlike her early church
experiences, school brought happiness and a sense of well being to Colby’s
childhood. The first postmaster’s wife taught the first school out of her home in
the winter of 1829—30. Between that time and 1877, six separate “district” or com-
mon schools came into being. According to census records, most of the county’s
children between the ages of five and about sixteen years attended school. Like
the majority, Colby likely received her initial schooling at one of these common
schools, but unlike many of her cohorts, she also received further education
during the early 1840s at a private seminary school, the Grand River Institute
(GRI), located about twenty miles northwest in Austinburg, Ohio. This highly
regarded institute opened its doors to female students in 1840.2

GRI apparently admitted women “on equal conditions with young men.”
The available course catalogs show no distinction between male and female
curricula. Students had to be at least fourteen years old and furnish “satisfac-
tory testimonials that they possess a good moral character; and that they are
sufficiently acquainted with the elements of Orthography, Reading, Writing,
English, Grammar, and Arithmetic” to complete a four-year curriculum in ei-
ther the English or the Classical Department. Both departments required al-
gebra and geometry. The English Department added courses such as rhetoric,
chemistry, botany, universal history, political economy, logic, moral philosophy,
and natural philosophy. The Classical Department concentrated on subjects
such as Latin and Greek grammar, exercises, and translation before moving on
to reading and analyzing selections from Cicero, Virgil, Homer, and others in
the later years. Today’s high school students likely would have found the cur-
riculum quite challenging.?!

The addition of females to the school was quite successful, especially in the
1840s when few other educational options for girls would have been available.
As the decade unwound, the number of female students grew. The official 1850
roster of students lists fifty-four “Gentlemen” and forty-eight “Ladies” in atten-
dance. Students hailed from various locales besides Ashtabula County, or even
greater Ohio. Pennsylvania, New York, and Michigan were well represented as
well as the occasional student from Canada. These students could not have been
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attracted by the luxury or the ease of life at the school. The catalogs describe the
men’s rooms as furnished with only stoves and bedsteads. The ladies received
the addition of tables, chairs, and washstands, and at times the “Ladies’ Hall was
so full that trundle beds were made to run under the old fashioned high post
beds. .. so the capacity of the rooms might be increased.” The students were also
expected to work off part of their room and board. The catalogs note that “From
one-half to three-fourths of this expense is ordinarily paid from the avails of two
to three hours daily labor.” Since over twenty miles separated Austinburg and
Cherry Valley, the best land route to the school was described as an ox-cart trail;
travel was still horse drawn at its best, and Colby likely boarded there at least
during the week.??

Colby’s time in Austinburg at Grand River must have affected her in ways be-
yond mere formal education. GRI may have helped establish the foundation for
her future progressive leanings. Austinburg was a community in which the “abo-
lition sentiment” was always quite strong, and it served as a well-known station
for the Underground Railroad. Today, Betsy Mix Cowles—an early GRI teacher,
administrator, and pioneer in women’s higher education—is remembered as
much for her antislavery work and devotion to the cause of women’s rights
as her role in education. In addition, American Anti-Slavery Society speakers,
including Abby Kelley, spent the summer of 1845 in the Western Reserve pro-
moting their progressive brand of reform. Their radical stances included a call
for “disunion” with the slave-holding states, abolition of Ohio’s Black Laws, dis-
severment from all involvement with politics, and a complete break from reli-
gious organizations that did not openly condemn slavery by ending ties with
Southern branches. In 1857 Colby noted the fact that she had seen Abby Kelley
speak earlier in life, which most likely occurred during this visit.?3

A broad movement encouraging children’s education existed in nineteenth-
century, northeastern, dairy-farm families. Families with below average-sized
farms or with numerous daughters saw further education as a means to provide
a plan for the gap between girlhood and marriage by training young women
to teach school. In addition to its role as a stopgap, teaching could bring in ex-
tra money for the family. Nevertheless, whether any of Colby’s siblings attended
Grand River Institute is not known. Their names do not appear in any available
student rosters, and contextual evidence lends itself to a conclusion that they did
not attend GRI. Sons and daughters were crucial to dairy farming, which was very
much a cooperative effort that needed both male and female help. Colby’s broth-
ers, John Bradley and Napoleon, turned fourteen in 1843 and 1845, respectively,
and as the only boys, their labor would have been essential. In addition, Evelina
Rice, who turned forty in 1842, bore a child in both 1840 and 1842. Cordelia and
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Cirlissa would have been seventeen and fifteen years old, respectively, when the
school opened its doors to women in 1840. However, with two new additions
to the family, extra responsibilities beyond the usual tasks associated with their
dairy work likely fell to the teenage girls, which may have made leaving home
less likely. Cordelia remained in the Rice household until her marriage in May of
1848. Cirlissa remained for another fifteen years until her marriage in October of
1862. The continued presence of both Colby’s older sisters may have allowed for
Colby’s absence. If that is the case, then her place as the third daughter and fourth
woman in the family hierarchy was an important factor in her opportunity.?

The community’s “Connecticut character” as well as the family’s history may
have been an impetus to provide continued education for the children when
possible. According to family lore, great-grandfather Peter Rice—the original
Rice immigrant—had been a lawyer. Evidence also indicates that Joel Rice had
more than a common school education. An extant math notebook from his
childhood demonstrates his knowledge of advanced algebra. Whatever the final
reason, Colby’s attendance was a high point in her young adulthood. Ironically,
it also served as a foundation for later dissatisfaction with her life. Many dairy
farmers wrestled with the decision of providing further education for their chil-
dren precisely because of this fear that their children, especially their daughters,
would develop a future dissatisfaction with farm life and view it as “drudgery.”
Education did complicate the perceptions of available roles, particularly for
women, in the mid-nineteenth century. In this rural area, in particular, the pride
in their New England character sometimes clashed with their need for the whole
family to labor on the farm, as education conflicted with farm needs.?

Regardless of the potential clash, some farmers did send their sons and
daughters away to school, and the Grand River Institute served this increasing
need. Biographies of several former students clearly show they viewed their
attendance with pride. One student, who went on to serve as an Ohio sena-
tor, referred to the school’s curriculum as “college prep.” Another former stu-
dent noted that he took classes on alternate terms while teaching at a district
school. The institute obviously allowed for those students whose plans did not
include direct entrance into college. This group included female students, who
had almost no avenues to pursue any higher education, but likely a significant
number of males as well. Through the end of the 1840s, Ohio had only eleven
colleges, and up until the 1870s, only about 1 percent of college-aged Ameri-
cans—men or women—attended college.?¢

By 1840, female common school education was rapidly becoming the norm,
particularly in the urban northeast, but Colby’s further education at this in-
stitution must be placed in broader context. As 1840 opened, Ohio had only
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two female seminaries and five normal schools, or academies, including Grand
River Institute. GRI was roughly equivalent to the high schools of today, but
as the school’s own history described, “It will be remembered that at this time
[1840] the higher education of women in America had scarcely reached its ex-
perimental stage and there was not a co-educational school in existence of any
importance. Mary Lyon had just founded Mt. Holyoke.” This statement was not
completely factual, but only a handful of avenues for women’s higher education
existed. Even the most famous example, Oberlin College, which by 1840 admit-
ted women, expected those early female students to follow “ladies [sic] courses”
and receive special degrees. Those two institutions, however, were vital to GRI’s
inclusion of female students; the first two preceptresses of the school’s “Ladies
[sic] Department” were Mount Holyoke graduate Katherine Snow and Oberlin
graduate Betsy Mix Cowles. As Colby attended school sometime between 1841
and 1847, her time may have coincided with one or both of these women’s ten-
ures. Cowles held the post from 1843 to 1848, so Colby likely spent at least a year
under her tutelage.?”

Pinpointing Colby’s duration at Grand River proved difficult, but likely was
limited to the early 1840s. She turned fourteen years old—the minimum age
for attendance—in December of 1841. She is not included in the available GRI
rosters of students for the school years ending in July of 1846 or June of 1848.
Although Colby made her first decisive reference to school in an August 1847
poem, “On the death of C.A. Weeks,” in which she wrote sadly on the death of
a school friend, her earliest extant writing, much of it poetry, appears in a jour-
nal dating back to 1844. As students were required to read and analyze poetry,
perhaps this experience was the catalyst for her own writing. These poems are
not intermingled with schoolwork, so possibly she began keeping her writing
journal after finishing school or during breaks. Unfortunately, most of these
early poems were sentimental works that provide no direct clues about school
attendance. Typical examples of this early work include an undated poem most
likely written around 1844 entitled, “My Sister’s Grave,” which romanticizes the
positive aspects of a death in childhood:

Where not grief can reach thee sister
For thine’s a happy lot.

Sweet Sister would that I like thee

In infancy had died,

From sin and sorrow I should be free
If sleeping by thy side.



1827—1848 15

Numerous other poems are somewhat sentimental or romantic portraits dedi-
cated to friends and family, but other maudlin pieces similar in style to the
above included this acrostic devoted to her mother:

Mother ever dear, thy name dwells with me here
Oh! May thy fond spirit linger near;

To comfort and console and cheer my lonely way
Here oft at the calm sunset hour

Each evening come. I'll own thy power,

Return to thy native skies with sun’s last ray.

This is one of the earliest of many poems that clearly demonstrates the linger-
ing loss Colby felt for years after her mother’s death.?®

True to society’s intended purpose for further female education, Colby also
taught school for an undetermined span during the 1840s. During her tenure,
she attended in October 1847 a ten-day Ashtabula County Teachers’ Institute
course as a Cherry Valley common-school instructor. Although Colby attend-
ed only one session between 1846 and 1851, this fact does not necessarily lead
to a conclusion that she taught only for one year. In 1846, Ashtabula County
sponsored its first Teachers’ Institute, and although sessions were held annually
from that point, attendance varied. Repeat attendance was not uncommon, but
often not in succeeding years. Two other Cherry Valley teachers, Henry Green
and Jesse Higbee, attended only in 1846 and 1848, and 1847 and 1850, respec-
tively. Regardless of the exact timing of her teaching tenure, Colby rode the
leading edge of the rise in female teachers. In 1847, Ohio employed less than
2,000 female teachers, but over the next decade women swelled the ranks and
pulled almost even with male teachers. In 1854, over 6,400 women taught at the
common school level and sixty-three women at the high school level as com-
pared to just under 7,500 men in the common schools and seventy-one at the
high school level. By 1866, Ohio’s public schools certified over 11,000 women
and just over 7,600 men.?

If the Teachers’ Institute’s attendance rosters provide an accurate indication
of the evolving Ashtabula County male-female ratio, then the county was also
on the leading edge of the rise in female teachers. In 1846, 75 “gentlemen” and
60 “ladies” attended the Institute. In 1847, the balance shifted to 70 men and 84
women, and in 1850, this imbalance became even more pronounced with 125
women in attendance compared to only 69 men. This ratio may help explain why
the following resolution appeared in the 1850 Teachers’ Institute’s minutes, but
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not in the 1840s: “Resolved, that we deem the qualifications of Female Teach-
ers underrated by the small compensation allowed them for teaching; and in
our opinion the same amount of labor performed with equal ability should be
equally rewarded, whether performed by male or female.” Ashtabula County
female teachers’ longevity may have been different than the rest of the states
in the Northeast in general. Contrary to the norm, evidence shows several of
Ashtabula County’s female teachers may have taught for at least a six-year
stretch from 1847 through 1851. Most young women’s teaching careers fell far
short of that mark, and Colby likely fell into that norm.?° By the summer of
1847, her days as a teacher were over, as her life continued to head down the
expected path.

In April of 1848, Colby wrote a poem-styled letter to a school friend, titled,
“Ever dear Nette.” This letter obliquely addressed this coming change, as well as
the subject of GRI. She spoke fondly of their days there.

With “kind regards” my love to you I send.

My loved, my cherished school day friend.

Memory oft winds her [illegible] to those days that are past
Too bright and joyous were they to last.

She continued with an implicit reference to her reason for no longer attending
classes:

For school days are passed, and never again shall I
Mingle with student, a student of “G.R.I”

The “obvious reason” that you mention

I think must be your own intention

But such reasons do not work in every rule.’!

This letter apparently alluded to the next major event in Colby’s life. In Au-
gust of 1847, she had become engaged to Lewis Colby. They were both nineteen,
and their families were longtime neighbors. In honor of their engagement,
Colby described her hopes for the future in an acrostic.

Lewis for thee I wish much joy

Ever happy be, without alloy.

Wealth, I ask not; for I know full well,

In contentment superior pleasure dwell.

Sweet content be thine, and joys no longer can tell.
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Her engagement and pending marriage would seem to be the “obvious rea-
son” for not attending further classes or teaching. Interestingly, if that is the
case, Colby seems to caution Nette not to leap into marriage herself. The above
letter also makes clear that by the spring of 1848, Colby had attended her last
class. She also wrote numerous poems between her engagement in 1847 and her
marriage in the summer of 1848, indicating that she may have spent the winter
months in Cherry Valley, not teaching or matriculating.??

Colby’s life to this point dovetails neatly with what has been characterized as
the “domestic life cycle” of a proper, northeastern, native-born, white woman.
This domestic life cycle had its beginnings in childhood, where games, toys,
children’s literature, and education were gender specific and designed to instill
proper norms and cultural beliefs. After the completion of a girl’s available
educational opportunities, which at mid-century terminated at no higher than
the secondary level, a proper young woman’s next steps were quite limited. She
frequently stayed home and apprenticed at her mother’s side until her early
twenties or in some cases, particularly in the New England area, she taught
school for a short period of time. The ultimate goal for a true woman, however,
was to marry and move to the next stage of the cycle. This phase of a woman’s
life—marriage with the roles of wife, mother, and household manager—was
even more directly set by law and societal norms than was childhood. Married
women’s legal rights were strictly limited. Prescriptive literature that spelled
out proper guidelines for behavior saturated nineteenth-century material cul-
ture, and societal pressure to conform was intense.?



18 “Circumstances are destiny”

This domestic life cycle was purported to be the expected course for all
women. This supposed ideal for all women, the “True Woman,” served as the
linchpin that kept the quickly emerging and changing modern world from be-
coming unmanageable; all women were to aspire to this status. Only a small
percentage of real women—yprimarily from the northeast, urban, white middle-
class—would have realistically had the resources to maintain the type of lifestyle
recommended by the prescriptive literature. For the most part, the reality of
working women, rural farming women, and the poor was ignored. The message
was a powerful one, however, and it affected even those women who were not its
primary targets. The urban middle class did not enclose the only literate women
in the nation, and this supposed ideal of womanhood reached women whose
real lives did not have the capacity to embrace it, even if they desired. As a work-
ing member of a rural farm family, Colby would not have been a prime target of
the message. Nevertheless, she was educated, intelligent, and well read, and over
the years she felt its pull and reacted to it, regardless of its intended audience.

Research shows that rural women indeed reacted to the social construction
of the feminine ideal, but they experienced the ideal in a different way because
their day-to-day lives diverged in significant ways from their urban sisters.
Despite the present-day acknowledgment that the idealized separate woman’s
sphere was not an actual physical reality for rural or urban women, it had real
effects on all of society’s—and the individual’s—definition of womanhood,
not just those in the urban northeast. In July of 1848, Celestia Rice started down
the path to the next stage of womanhood, as envisioned by society, when she
married Lewis Colby. As one historian notes, most nineteenth-century women
possessed the expectation that marriage was the first step toward fulfilling their
“destinies,” and all indications were that Colby was happy to continue along
this expected domestic path.>* Her marriage marked the end of an old life. She
had been a young working woman whose life had been dominated for the last
several years by learning and teaching. She now began her new life as a wife, a
live-in daughter-in-law, and a soon-to-be mother. During the next few years,
her experiences in the outward world and her slowly evolving personal goals
began to diverge and challenge her ability to achieve happiness in that socially
defined role.



Bibliography

PRIMARY SOURCES

ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS

Colby Collection. Illinois State University Archives, Illinois State University, Normal, Illi-
nois.

Normal History Club Collection. Illinois State University Archives, Illinois State University,
Normal, Illinois.

University of Michigan Alumni Surveys. Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, Michigan.

University of Michigan Necrology Files. Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, Michigan.

University of Michigan Portrait Collection. Bentley Historical Library, University of Michi-
gan, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

BOOKS, CATALOGS, PAMPHLETS, AND MAPS

Ann Arbor, Michigan City Directories, 1872, 187475, 1878, 1879. Information obtained cour-
tesy of Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Atlas of the State of Ohio: From the Surveys Under the Direction of H. F. Walling. New York:
Henry S. Stebbins, 1867—68.

Beecher, Catharine. A Treatise on Domestic Economy. New York: Marsh, Capen, Lyon, and
Webb, 1841; Schocken Books, 1977.

Beecher, Catharine, and Harriet Beecher Stowe. The American Woman’s Home or, Principles of
Domestic Science: Being a Guide to the Formation and Maintenance of Economical, Health-
ful, Beautiful and Christian Homes. Ed. Nicole Tonkovich. 1869. Reprint, New Brunswick,
N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 2002.

Bloomington-Normal City Directories. Bloomington, Ill.: Pantagraph Publishing and Station-
ary Co., 1893—99.

Catalogue of the Instructors and Students of the Ashtabula County Teachers Institute. Cleve-
land, Ohio: Younglove’s Steam, 1846.

Catalogues of the Instructors and Students of the Ashtabula County Teachers’ Institute.
Ashtabula, Ohio: Sentinel Office, 1847, 1849, 1851.

Catalogue of the Instructors and Students of the Ashtabula County Teachers’ Institute. Con-
neaut, Ohio: D. C. Allen, 1848.

Catalogue of the Instructors and Students of the Ashtabula County Teachers’ Institute. Ashtabu-
la, Ohio: N. W. Thayer, 1850.

Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Grand River Institute. Cleveland, Ohio: Smead &
Cowles’, 1850.

244



Bibliography 245

Catalogues of the Officers and Students of Grand River Institute. Ashtabula, Ohio: Sentinel
Office, 1846, 1848, 1849.

de Tocqueville, Alexis. Democracy in America. 1835. New York: Bantam Books, 2000.

Early Church Life in Cherry Valley: Extracts from the Record Book of the Regular Baptist
Church, 1830-78. Transcribed from handwritten original. Available at the Newberry Li-
brary, Chicago, Illinois.

Flint, Michigan, City Directories, 1881-82. Information obtained courtesy of Bentley Histori-
cal Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Fuller, Margaret. Woman In the Nineteenth Century. 1855. Reprint, New York: W. W. Norton, 1971.

The Index. Normal, Illinois: Illinois State Normal University, 1932.

Map of the State of Ohio. New York: J. H. Colton, 1855.

Peoria City Directories. Peoria, Illinois: David Gould, 1887, 1889.

Peoria City Directories. Peoria, Illinois: J. W. Frank and Sons, 1888—89, 1891-92.

Peoria City Directory. Peoria, Illinois: Transcript Publishing, 1890—91.

Trollope, Frances. “Domestic Manners of the Americans.” Excerpts available at Women in
America, 1820-1842. http://xroads.Virginia.edu/~hyper/detoc/fem/home.

CEMETERY AND GRAVESITE RECORDS
Congregational Church of Andover, Andover, Ohio.
Cherry Valley Cemetery, Cherry Valley, Ohio.
Evergreen Memorial Cemetery, Bloomington, Illinois.

CENSUS

United States Census Bureau 2000 Population Summary. http://factfinder.census.gov/home/
datanotes/.

United States Historical Web Browser, 1790—1970. http://fisher.lib.Virginia.edu/census/.

United States Federal Population Schedules for Illinois. 1860-1880, 1900-1910.

United States Federal Population Schedules for Michigan. 1880, 1910.

United States Federal Population Schedules for Nebraska. 1880.

United States Federal Population Schedules for Ohio. 1820-1880, 1890-1900.

NEWSPAPERS
Anti-Slavery Bugle (Salem, Ohio).
Ashtabula Sentinel (Jefferson, Ohio).

The Ladies Repository (Cincinnati, Ohio).
The Mayflower (Peru, Ind.).

The Pantagraph (Bloomington, I1L.).

The Woman’s Journal (Boston, Mass.).

PUBLIC RECORDS

Ashtabula County Clerk Marriage Records. Available at the Ohio State Historical Society,
Columbus, Ohio.

Illinois Department of Public Health Death Records. Available at the Illinois State Archives,
Springfield, lllinois.

Illinois Public Domain Land Tract Records. Available at the Illinois State Archives, Spring-
field, Illinois.



246 Bibliography

Livingston County Clerk Marriage and Death Records. Available at the Livingston County
Clerk’s Office, Howell, Michigan.

McLean County Clerk Death Records. Available at the Illinois Regional Archives Depository,
Mllinois State University, Normal, Illinois.

McLean County Clerk Probate and Will Records. Available at the Illinois Regional Archives
Depository, Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois.

SECONDARY SOURCES

Ashtabula County Genealogical Society. Ashtabula County History: Then and Now. Dallas,
Tex.: Taylor, 1985.

Attie, Jeannie. Patriotic Toil: Northern Women and the American Civil War. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cor-
nell University Press, 1998.

Basch, Norma. Framing American Divorce: From the Revolutionary Generation to the Victori-
ans. Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press, 1999.

Baym, Nina. American Women Writers and the Work of History, 1790-1860. New Brunswick,
N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 1995.

. Novels, Readers, and Reviewers: Responses to Fiction in Antebellum America. Ithaca,

N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1984.
. Woman’s Fiction: A Guide to Novels by and About Women in America, 1820—1870.

1978. 2d ed. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1993.

Booth, Stephane Elise. Buckeye Women: The History of Ohio’s Daughters. Athens, Ohio: Ohio
University Press, 2001.

Bordin, Ruth. Woman and Temperance: The Quest for Power and Liberty, 1873—1900. Philadel-
phia, Pa.: Temple University Press, 1981.

Boydston, Jeanne. Home and Work: Housework, Wages, and the Ideology of Labor in the Early
Republic. New York: Oxford University Press, 1990.

Bressler, Ann Lee. The Universalist Movement in America, 1770—-1880. New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 2001.

Chesebrough, David. Charles G. Finney: Revivalistic Rhetoric. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood
Press, 2002.

Clinton, Catherine. The Other Civil War: American Women in the Nineteenth Century. New
York: Hill and Wang, 1984.

Coontz, Stephanie. The Social Origins of Private Life: A History of American Families 1600—
1900. London: Verso, 1988.

Cott, Nancy F. The Bonds of Womanhood: “Woman’s Sphere” in New England, 1780-1835. New
Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1977.

. Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Uni-
versity Press, 2000.

Cowan, Ruth Schwartz. More Work for Mother: The Ironies of Household Technology from the
Open Hearth to the Microwave. New York: Basic Books, 1983.

Davidoff, Leonore. “Gender and the Great Divide: Public and Private in British Gender His-
tory”” Journal of Women’s History 15, no. 1 (Spring 2003): 11-27.

Degler, Carl. At Odds: Women and the Family in America from the Revolution to the Present.

New York: Oxford University Press, 1980.



Bibliography 247

Divided Houses: Gender and the Civil War. Edited by Catherine Clinton and Nina Silber. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1992.

Dixon, Chris. Perfecting the Family: Antislavery Marriages in Nineteenth-Century America.
Amberst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1997.

Douglas, Ann. The Feminization of American Culture. New York: Alfred E. Knopf, 1977; An-
chor Press/Doubleday, 1988.

DuBois, Ellen Carol. Feminism and Suffrage: The Emergence of an Independent Women’s
Movement in America 1848-1869. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1978.

D’Emilio, John, and Estelle B. Freedman. Intimate Matters: A History of Sexuality in America.
New York: Harper & Row, 1988.

Epstein, Barbara Leslie. The Politics of Domesticity: Women, Evangelism, and Temperance in
Nineteenth-Century America. Middletown, Conn.: Wesleyan University Press, 1981.

Faragher, John Mack. Sugar Creek: Life on the Illinois Prairie. New Haven, Conn.: Yale Uni-
versity Press, 1986.

Faragher, Johnny, and Christine Stansell. “Women and their Families on the Overland Trail,
1842-1867.” In Women’s Experience in America: An Historical Anthology, ed. Esther Katz
and Anita Rapone, 293—314. New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Books, 1980.

Fink, Deborah. Open Country, Iowa: Rural Women, Tradition and Change. Albany: State Uni-
versity of New York Press, 1986.

Freedman, Estelle B. No Turning Back: The History of Feminism and the Future of Women.
New York: Ballantine Books, 2002.

Friedan, Betty. The Feminine Mystique. New York: Dell, 1974, 1963.

Fuller, Robert. Underground to Freedom: An Account of the Anti-Slavery Activities in Ashtabu-
la County Prior to the Civil War. Jefferson, Ohio: Gazette Printing, 1977.

Ginsberg, Lori. Women and the Work of Benevolence: Morality, Politics, and Class in the Nine-
teenth-Century United States. New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1990.

Gonda, Susan. “Not a Matter of Choice: San Diego Women and Divorce, 1850-1880.” Journal
of San Diego History 27, no. 3 (1991): 194—213.

Griswold, Robert L. “Apart but Not Adrift: Wives, Divorce, and Independence in California.”
Pacific Historical Review 49, no. 2 (1980): 265—83.

Hampsten, Elizabeth. Read This Only to Yourself: The Private Writings of Midwestern Women,
1880-1910. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1982.

Hardyment, Christina. From Mangle to Microwave: The Mechanization of Household Work.
Oxford, U.K.: Polity, 1988.

Hartog, Hendrik. Man and Wife in America: A History. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Univer-
sity Press, 2000.

Hersh, Blanche Glassman. The Slavery of Sex: Feminist-Abolitionists in America. Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 1978.

Hewitt, Nancy. Women’s Activism and Social Change: Rochester, New York, 1822—1872. Ithaca,
N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1984.

Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois, Vol. 2. Chicago: Munsell, 1908.

Historical Sketch: Grand River Institute. Austinberg, Ohio: Grand River Institute, 1924.

History of Ohio, Vol. 4. Chicago: American Historical Society, 1925.

Hoffert, Sylvia D. When Hens Crow. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1995.

Hoganson, Kristin. “Garrisonian Abolitionists and the Rhetoric of Gender, 1850-1860.”
American Quarterly 45, no. 4 (December 1993): 558—95.



248 Bibliography

Howe, Henry. Historical Collections of Ohio. Published by author, 1898.

Isenberg, Nancy. Sex and Citizenship in Antebellum America. Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1998.

Jeffrey, Julie Roy. Ordinary Women in the Antislavery Movement. Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1998.

Jensen, Joan M. Loosening the Bonds: Mid-Atlantic Farm Women, 1750-1850. New Haven,
Conn.: Yale University Press, 1986.

Kelley, Mary. Private Women, Public Stage: Literary Domesticity in Nineteenth-Century Amer-
ica. New York: Oxford University Press, 1984; Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2002.

.“Reading Women/Women Reading: The Making of Learned Women in Antebellum

America” Journal of American History 83 (1996): 401—24.

Kelly, Catherine E. In the New England Fashion: Reshaping Women’s Lives in the Nineteenth
Century. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1999.

Kerber, Linda K. “Separate Spheres, Female Worlds, Woman’s Place: The Rhetoric of Wom-
en’s History.” The Journal of American History 75, no. 1 (June 1988): 9—39.

Landes, Joan B. “Further Thoughts on the Public/Private Distinction.” Journal of Women’s
History 15, no. 2 (Summer 2003): 28—40.

Large, Moina W. History of Ashtabula County, Vol. 1. Topeka-Indianapolis: Historical Pub-
lishing, 1924.

Lensink, Judy Nolte. “A Secret to Be Burried”: The Diary and Life of Emily Hawley Gillespie,
1858-1888. Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 1989.

Leonard, Elizabeth D. Yankee Women: Gender Battles in The Civil War. New York: W. W.
Norton, 1994.

Lerner, Gerda. The Creation of Feminist Consciousness from the Middle Ages to Eighteen-Seventy.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1993.

.“The Lady and the Mill Girl: Changes in the Status of Women in the Age of Jackson.”

In Women’s Experience in America: An Historical Anthology, edited by Esther Katz and

Anita Rapone, 87—-100. New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Books, 1980.

Lystra, Karen. Searching the Heart: Women, Men, and Romantic Love in Nineteenth-Century
America. New York: Oxford University Press, 1989.

May, Elaine Tyler. Great Expectations: Marriage and Divorce in Post-Victorian America. Chi-
cago: University of Chicago Press, 1980.

McGuigan, Dorothy Gies. A Dangerous Experiment: 100 Years of Women at the University of
Michigan. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1970.

McMurry, Sally. Families and Farmhouses in Nineteenth-Century America: Vernacular Design
and Social Change. New York: Oxford University Press, 1988.

McMurry, Sally Ann. Transforming Rural Life: Dairying Families and Agricultural Change,
1820—1885. Baltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995.

Moore, R. Lawrence. “The Spiritualist Medium: A Study of Female Professionalization in
Victorian America.” In Women’s Experience in America: An Historical Anthology, ed. Es-
ther Katz and Anita Rapone, 145-68. New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Books, 1980.

Morgan, Robin. Going Too Far: The Personal Chronicle of a Feminist. Originally published by
author, 1968; New York: First Vintage Books, 1978.

Motz, Marilyn Ferris. True Sisterhood: Michigan Women and Their Kin, 1820-1920. Albany:
State University of New York Press, 1983.



Bibliography 249

James, Edward T. et al., eds. “Catharine Maria Sedgewick,” Notable American Women, 1607—
1950: A Biographical Dictionary. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1971.

Painter, Nell Irvin. Sojourner Truth: A Life, A Symbol. New York: W. W. Norton, 1996.

Riley, Glenda. Divorce: An American Tradition. New York: Oxford University Press, 1991.

. The Female Frontier: A Comparative View of Women on the Prairie and the Plains.
Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1988.

Riney-Kehrberg, Pamela. “The Limits of Community: Martha Friesen of Hamilton County,
Kansas.” In Midwestern Women: Work, Community, and Leadership at the Crossroads, ed-
ited by Lucy Eldersveld Murphy and Wendy Hamand Venet, 76—91. Bloomington: Indi-
ana University Press, 1997.

. “Separation and Sorrow: A Farm Woman’s Life, 1935-1941.” Agricultural History 67,
no. 2 (Spring 1993): 185-96.

Roberts, Mary Louise. “True Womanhood Revisited.” Journal of Women’s History 14, no. 1
(Spring 2002): 150—55.

Robertson, Stacey M. Parker Pillsbury: Radical Abolitionist, Male Feminist. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cor-
nell University Press, 2000.

Rosenthal, Bernard. “Introduction.” In Margaret Fuller, Woman in the Nineteenth-Century.
New York: W. W. Norton, 1971.

Russo, Ann, and Cheris Kramarae, eds. The Radical Women’s Press of the 1850s. New York:
Routledge, 1991.

Ryan, Mary P. Cradle of the Middle Class: The Family in Oneida County, New York, 1790-1865.
Cambridge, Mass.: Cambridge University Press, 1981.

. “The Public and the Private Good: Across the Great Divide in Women’s History.”

Journal of Women’s History 15, no. 2 (Summer 2003): 10—27.

. Womanhood in America from Colonial Times to the Present, 3d ed. New York: Frank-
lin Watts, 1983.

Schlissel, Lillian. Women’s Diaries of the Westward Journey. New York: Schocken Books, 1982.

Sizer, Lyde Cullen. The Political Work of Northern Women Writers and the Civil War, 1850—
1872. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000.

Sklar, Kathryn Kish. Catharine Beecher: A Study in American Domesticity. New Haven, Conn.:

Yale University Press, 1973.

Smith, Daniel Scott. “Family Limitation, Sexual Control, and Domestic Feminism in Vic-
torian America.” In Women’s Experience in America: An Historical Anthology, edited by
Esther Katz and Anita Rapone, 235—57. New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Books, 1980.

Smith, Kimberly K. The Dominion of the Voice: Riot, Reason, and Romance in Antebellum
Politics. Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 1999.

Smith-Rosenberg, Carroll. “The Female World of Love and Ritual: Relationship Between
Women in Nineteenth-Century America.” In Women’s Experience in America: An Histori-
cal Anthology, ed. Esther Katz and Anita Rapone, 259—91. New Brunswick, N.J.: Transac-
tion Books, 1980.

. “The Cross and the Pedestal: Women, Anti-Ritualism, and the Emergence of the

American Bourgeoisie.” In Disorderly Conduct: Visions of Gender in Victorian America,
129—64. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985.

.“The Hysterical Woman: Sex Roles and Role Conflict in Nineteenth-Century Amer-
ica.” In Women’s Experience in America: An Historical Anthology, ed. Esther Katz and Anita

Rapone, 315-38. New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Books, 1980.



250 Bibliography

3]

. “Puberty to Menopause: The Cycle of Femininity in Nineteenth-Century America.’
In Disorderly Conduct: Visions of Gender in Victorian America, 197—216. New York: Alfred
A. Knopf, 198s.

Steinhagen, Carol. “The Two Lives of Frances Dana Gage.” Ohio History 107 (Winter 1998):
22—38.

Sterling, Dorothy. Ahead of Her Time: Abby Kelley and the Politics of Antislavery. New York:
‘W. W. Norton, 1991.

Strasser, Susan. Never Done: A History of American Housework. New York: Pantheon, 1982.

Talcott, Kathryn H. “Cherry Valley.” Ashtabula County Historical Society Quarterly Bulletin
6, no. 4 (Dec. 15,1959).

Tillson, Christiana Holmes. A Woman’s Story of Pioneer Illinois. Chicago: Lakeside Press, R. R.
Donnelley, 1919; Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1995.

Turbin, Carole. “Refashioning the Concept of Public/Private: Lessons from Dress Studies.”
Journal of Women’s History 15, no. 1 (Spring 2003): 43-51.

Ulrich, Laurel Thatcher. A Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary,
1785-1812. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1990.

Venet, Wendy Hamand. Neither Ballots nor Bullets: Women Abolitionists and the Civil War.
Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1991.

Welter, Barbara. “The Cult of True Womanhood: 1820-1860.” In Women’s Experience in
America: An Historical Anthology, edited by Esther Katz and Anita Rapone, 193—213. New
Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Books, 1980.

. “The Feminization of American Religion.” In Clio’s Consciousness Raised: New Per-
spectives on the History of Women, edited by Mary Hartman and Lois W. Banner, 137-57.
New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1974.

Wickham, Gertrude Van Rensselaer, ed. Memorial to the Pioneer Women of the Western Re-
serve. Evansville, Ind.: Whipporwill Publications, 1896; Ashtabula County Genealogical
Society, 1981.

Williams Brothers, eds. History of Ashtabula County, Ohio with Illustrations and Biographical
Sketches of Its Pioneers and Most Prominent Men. Philadelphia, Pa.: J. B. Lippincott, 1878.

Woloch, Nancy. Women and the American Experience, 3d ed. Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2000.

Young, Elizabeth. Disarming the Nation: Women’s Writing and the American Civil War. Chi-
cago: University of Chicago Press, 1999.



Index

Abolition: Austinburg, Ohio and, 12; Civil War
goals, 186; Emancipation Proclamation and,
186; Grand River Institute and, 43; political
vs. moral debate, 150—51; Republican Party
and, 148; secession of southern states and,
151-52; ultras and, 42. See also Antislavery

Aging: CRC on, 76, 129-30, 188; Victorian views
on women’s, 168

American Anti-Slavery Society, 12, 60, 69, 76, 79,
147

An Appeal in Favor of that class of Americans
called Africans (Child), 60

Ann Arbor, Michigan, 204, 215. See also Michigan,
University of

Antislavery: Congregationalism and, 10-11; CRC
on, 68, 81-82, 120; in northeastern U.S., 41—-42;
political vs. moral debate, 150—51; politics
and, 4142, 44, 77-78, 150—51; Republican
Party and, 77—78; Second Great Awakening
and, 10; Western Reserve, 10; women’s roles,
41—42, 79-81. See also Abolition

Anti-Slavery Bugle (newspaper), 51, 158

Arthur, T. S. (novelist): on ideal home life, 124

Ashtabula County, Ohio: antislavery and radical
abolition in, 43—44, 79; Civil War reactions,
166—67; Connecticut influence, 5, 8; Betsy
Mix Cowles and, 43; cultural organizations,
134; John Brown and, 43, 78—79, 148, 149—50;
Joshua R. Giddings and, 43; population
growth, 6; settlement, 5; teachers in, 15-16;
transportation, 57, 58, 89, 94; Underground
Railroad and, 48

Ashtabula County Anti-Slavery Society: Fugitive
Slave Act and, 42—43

Ashtabula County Female Anti-Slavery Society:
formation, 10

Ashtabula County Teachers’ Institutes, 15-16

Ashtabula Sentinel (newspaper),43; American
Anti-Slavery Society, 147; antislavery, 43-44,
147—48; John Brown, 149—50; Parker Pillsbury,
150—51; Republican Party, 148; on slavery and
religion, 150; women’s roles, 155-56

“Aunt Fanny.” See Gage, Frances Dana

Austinburg, Ohio: abolition and, 12; Under-
ground Railroad and, 12. See also Grand River
Institute

Baptist Church: Freewill formation of, 10; Regu-
lar, 9—10

Beecher, Catharine: on housekeeping, 101-3;
Treatise on the Domestic Economy, 101, 202;
on women’s health, 196; on women’s roles,
45,101, 202

Birth control, availability of, 106, 234n25

“Bleeding Kansas,” 41, 78

Bronté, Charlotte: CRC on, 193

Brook Farm, 66, 111-12

Brookville Home or the Still Silent Influence of a
Woman (CRC), 106-7,177,178

Brown, John: Ashtabula County and, 43, 78-79,
148, 149—50; CRC on, 149; Harpers Ferry Raid
and, 148; Kansas and, 78

Browning, Elizabeth Barrett: CRC on, 178, 194

Bull Run, Battle of (Manassas Junction, Virginia),
157

Calvinism: Congregationalism and, 9; opposition
to Spiritual Science and, 32

Cary, Alice (poet): CRC on, 137

Cary, Phoebe (poet), 137

Chase, Warren (spiritualist lecturer), 113-14

Cheese. See Dairy

Cherry Valley, Ohio: Civil War reactions, 166-67;
common schools, 11;

Congregationalism and, 9; dairy farmer migra-
tion, 198; emancipation petition and, 166-67;
founding and growth of, 6-7; Freewill Baptist
Church, 10; hired help availability and, 99;
marriage statistics (1850), 23; Methodists and,
9; railroads, 7; Regular Baptist Church, 9-10

Cherry Valley Soldiers’ Aid Society, 170, 187

Cherry Valley Total Abstinence and Literary
Society (newsletter), 170

Child, L. Maria, 60

251



252 Index

Christianity, orthodox, 32, 73, 88; CRC on clergy,
114, 115-16, 165; CRC on doubts, 69, 70-72,
73-74, 91, 112-13, 114-15, 145. See also Baptist
Church; Calvinism; Congregationalism;
Evangelical religion; Methodists

Civil War: Ashtabula County, Ohio, reactions,

166—67; Battle of Bull Run, 157; blockades, 157;

Cherry Valley Total Abstinence and Literary
Society newsletter, 170; conscription order,
170; CRC on, 126—27, 157—58, 165—-66, 168—69,
185-86, 187; ending of, 197; Fort Sumter and,
157; Ohioans’ thoughts on, 129; status of

North and South, 186; underlying reasons for,

147; women’s roles and, 145, 162-63, 169, 180;
women writers on, 165, 169, 187

Club movement (women’s), 214-15, 216

Colby, Annie (sister-in-law): books and, 128, 178;

death of, 164—65; friendship with CRC, 5758,

74, 90, 109-10, 120, 127; illness, 156; marriage
to Ned Colby, 111, 234n1; travel and CRC, 57,
95-96; women’s rights and, 117

Colby, Branch H. (son): as father, 20s; birth, 35;
childhood, 92, 104; correspondence with
CRC, 213; CRC’s hope for future, 122; death,
205; engineering career, 204—05; injury, 189;
marriage to Minnie Bary, 204-5; school at-
tendance, 123; University of Michigan, 204

Colby, Celestia Rice: Brookville Home or the Still
Silent Influence of a Woman, 106—7,177,178;

childhood and, 3—4; club movement and, 214,

215, 216; correspondence from Frances Dana
Gage (1882), 208; correspondence from Lucy
Stone (1881-83), 208; correspondence from
Sojourner Truth (1882), 208; death notice

in Pantagraph, 219; depression and, 144, 179,
184, 189—90, 191, 196—97; dissatisfaction with

home life and, 20, 116, 123, 124, 12930, 13233,

138, 156-57, 199; divorce and, 209, 211, 212-13;
last will and testament (1857), 117; last will
and testament (1883), 209; literature reviews,
66, 67,142,193, 194, 200; pseudonyms, 50, 71,
229n25; reading and, 26, 39—40, 46, 47; read-

ing as emotional support, 56, 128, 142, 143, 178,

192, 194-95; writing and, 31, 97, 178, 183-85,
195; writing as currency, 107, 108—9, 214. See
also specific subjects

Colby, Cyrus (brother-in-law), 37, 133, 189

Colby, David (father-in-law), 20, 37

Colby, J. Rose (CRC’s daughter): birth, 36; child-
hood, 92, 97, 104-5; on CRC, 208, 217-18;
CRC’s hope for future, 122; death, 207; on
Evelina Rice (CRC’s stepmother), 8; Illinois
State Normal University, 206-7; illness of,
152; suffrage, 206—7; teaching career, 206—7;

University of Michigan, 206, 207; Woman’s
Journal and, 208

Colby, Lewis (husband): children and, 207-8;
divorce from CRC, 209, 211; engagement
to CRC, 16-17; family history, 22; jobs, 199,
201-2, 207; marriage to CRC, 18, 19—20, 23;
marriage to Harriet Darrow, 209; progressive
actions, 88, 90, 112, 116-17; traveling, 29, 30,
131, 133, 192, 2115 Universalism and, 112

Colby, Minnie Bary (daughter-in-law), 204-5, 213

Colby, M. Plummer (son), 30, 36; CRC on, 35

Colby, Naomi (mother-in-law), 20, 37,189

Colby, Ned (brother-in-law, aka Edward), 111, 117,
120, 127, 23401

Colby, Vine (daughter): birth, 33; CRC on,
188-89; CRC’s hope for future, 122; death,
204; marriage to Sidney Foster, 204; medical
school graduation, 204; punishment for lies,
103; school attendance, 123, 188-89, 203; sup-
port for CRC, 92,104-s5; travel to Illinois, 94,
96-97; University of Michigan, 203—5

Colby family (in-laws): postwar locations, 201,
240n5

Coleman, Lucy N., 60-61, 113; as guest of CRC,
88, 116; CRC on, 60

“Coming out,” 69. See also Ultras

Compromise of 1850. See Fugitive Slave Act

Confederate States of America, formation of; 151

Congregational Friends. See Friends of Human
Progress

Congregationalism: abolition and, 230; antislav-
ery and, 10-11; Calvinism and, 9; Cherry Val-
ley, Ohio and, 9; Connecticut state religion, 9;
women’s roles, 230116

Connecticut: Ashtabula County, Ohio, and, 5, 8

Conventions, women’s rights, 136, 155, 222

Conscription order: Civil War and, 170

Cowles, Betsy Mix, 12, 14, 43

Dairy: “Cheesedom,” 37; cheese “factories,”
197-98; cheese production, 37, 97; cheese
production and women’s roles, 37-39; educa-
tion and farm families, 12, 13; farmhouse
design, 40; industry changes in Ohio, 197-98;
northeast farming, 37

Darrow, Harriet (Lewis Colby’s wife), 209, 211

Darwin, Charles, 113

Davis, Cordelia Rice (CRC's sister), 31, 214; CRC
on, 74, 94-95

Davis, Eva (CRC’s niece): suffrage and, 214

Dial (Margaret Fuller), 66

Dickens, Charles: CRC on, 193

Divorce: grounds for, 141, 210-11; historical
interpretations, 209, 210, 211, 242NN20, 21;



Index 253

intemperance remedy, 174—75; men and,
210, 211; U.S. Commissioner of Labor report
(1889), 209-11, 242n20

Dred Scott decision, 78; CRC on, 84

Education: dairy farm families and, 12, 13; Morrill
Act effects, 119; Ohio and, 13, 189. See also
Education, women’s

Education, women’s: access to, 119; alternative
methods, 65-66; club movement and, 214-15;
CRC on, 118, 161; Grand River Institute and,
11-12, 14; Oberlin College and, 14; Ohio and,
13—14; University of Michigan and, 203, 204

Emancipation Proclamation, 186

Evangelical religion: 28; CRC on, 2427, 32, 33

Farming. See Dairy

Female networks. See Friendship; Visiting;
Women’s networks

Finney, Charles: Second Great Awakening and, 10

Fort Sumter: Civil War begins, 157

Foss, Andrew T.: CRC on, 85-86; guest of CRC, 88

Foster, Abby Kelley. See Kelley, Abby

Foster, Sidney (CRC’s son-in-law), 204

Foster, Vine Colby. See Colby, Vine

Free Love: Spiritualism and, 113, 114

Freeport, Illinois, 201; CRC on, 95-96, 202—3

Friendship, CRC on, 33, 5859, 60, 191-92, 194-95,
200. See also Visiting; Women’s networks

Friends of Human Progress, 88-90, 114

Friesan, Martha, 143

Frugal Housewife (Child), 60

Fugitive Slave Act, 14; Northern reaction, 48—49;
Ohio and, 42, 148

Fuller, Margaret (Madame Ossoli), 66; CRC on, 67

Gage, Frances Dana, 236n14; CRC on, 136; letter
to CRC (1882), 208; Ohio Cultivator and, 46,
136

Garrison, William Lloyd: Republican Party and,
148; Ultra leader, 42

Gender roles. See Women'’s roles

General Federation of Women’s Clubs, 215

Giddings, Joshua R.: antislavery politics and, 43;
Ashtabula County and, 43; Fugitive Slave Law
and, 148; Parker Pillsbury and, 150-51

Grand River Institute (Austinburg, Ohio): aboli-
tion support and, 43; Betsy Mix Cowles and,
12, 14; CRC on, 16, 62; curricula, 11,13, 14;
female students and, 11-12, 14

Greeley, Horace, 66, 210

Harpers Ferry, Virginia. See Brown, John
Housekeeping: Catharine Beecher and, 101-3;

CRC on, 100-101, 126, 129-30, 131, 132, 142;
monetary value and, xii, 99-100; rural
women and, 98—99; societal ideal and, xiii, 21;
technology and, 100, 231n2

Howland, Joseph, 85, 88

Hysteria. See women’s health

Illinois, Freeport. See Freeport, Illinois

Ilinois State Normal University: Rose Colby and,
206—7; Normal History Club and, 215; women
teachers and, 206

Kansas-Nebraska Act, 41, 78
Kelley, Abby, 51, 69, 148; CRC on, 68

Laundry: Catharine Beecher’s instructions, 102—3;
labor involved, 103. See also Housekeeping

Lincoln, Abraham: Civil War goals, 186; inaugu-
ration speech, 157

The Little Pilgrim (newspaper), 185, 23913

Lovejoy, Elijah, 218

Manassas Junction, Virginia, 157

Manifest Destiny, 45—46

Marriage, 204; CRC on, 122, 138—41; female expecta-
tions for, 18; popular culture and, 21; romantic
love and, 21; societal ideals and, 21, 23, 138, 141

Mayflower (newspaper), 158, 237119

Medicine: women’s access to professional status,
204, 241N12

Mesmerism, 113

Methodists: Cherry Valley, Ohio, and, 9

Michigan, University of: women’s enrollment,
203, 204; women’s Ph.D. degrees and, 206;
women students’ marriage rates, 204

Missouri Compromise. See Kansas-Nebraska Act

Mohammedanism: CRC on, 74

Money: CRC on, 87-88, 108, 109, 125, 171174

Morrill Act: women’s access to higher education
and, 119

Motherhood: CRC on, 30-31, 4748, 68, 92, 1036,
121-24, 131-32; cultural ideal, 45, 103; Manifest
Destiny and, 45—46; women’s roles and, 45

Newspapers, proliferation of, 77. See also indi-
vidual

New York Tribune (newspaper), 66, 210

Normal History Club (Normal, IlL.), 214, 215, 216

Northwest Territory: early settlement, 5

Oberlin College: female education, 14; women’s
attendance, 119

Ohio: common school teachers and, 15; dairy
industry changes, 197-98; early settlement, 5;



254 Index

Ohio (cont.)
educational institutions and, 13, 189; female
education and, 13—14; inheritance laws,
235m12; teacher’s salaries, 172; Underground
Railroad and, 43; women’s rights movement
and, 85, 15455, 235n12

Ohio Cultivator (newspaper), 46, 136

Ottawa, Illinois: CRC on, 96

Panic of 1857, 78

Pen names (pseudonyms), Colby and, 50, 71,
229n25

Phrenology, 113

Pillsbury, Parker, 126, 150-51

Politics: abolition and, 148, 150—51, 186; antislav-
ery and, 4142, 44, 77-78, 150—51

Petitions: emancipation (Cherry Valley, Ohio),
166—67; expanded women’s rights (Ashtabula
County, Ohio), 153

Progressive Friends. See Friends of Human
Progress

Railroads in Ohio and Illinois, 57-58, 89, 94, 95;
CRC on, 57,96—97

Reform movements and socio-economic class, 80

Religion: geology and, 115; native (natural), 32;
slavery and CRC on, 81-82, 84, 85-86; wom-
en’s roles and, 73. See also Baptist Church;
Calvinism; Christianity, orthodox; Congrega-
tionalism; Evangelical religion; Mesmerism;
Methodists; Mohammedanism; Phrenology;
Spiritualism; Spiritual Science

Republican Party: abolitionists and, 148; antislav-
ery and, 77—78; election of 1860 and, 151

Rice, Cirlissa (sister), 179

Rice, Cordelia (sister), 31, 214; CRC on, 74, 94—95

Rice, Evelina Johnson (stepmother), 6, 8,189

Rice, Flavia Bradley (mother), 45, 225n4, 226n14;
CRC on, 15, 61

Rice, Jay Joel (nephew), 170

Rice, Joel (father), 4-5, 6, 7, 9, 2251n4, 226n14

Rice family (CRC’s birth family): genealogy,
225N4, 226N14; postwar locations, 200—201,
240n4

Secession: abolition and, 151—52; as result of
blockade, 157; national reaction to, 151—52
Ordinance of; 151

Second Great Awakening: antislavery and, 10;
Charles Finney and, 10; women’s movement
and, 10

Sedgwick, Catherine Maria (novelist): CRC on,
67; marriage and, 21

Seneca Falls, New York, 222

Separate spheres, 40, 222; as historical label, xii—
xiv; as ideology, xii, xiii—xiv; rural women and,
18. See also Woman’s sphere; Women'’s roles

Sewing machines, 107, 23112, 234n28; CRC on, 56

Shelley, Percy Bysshe: CRC on, 142

Slave Power: Dred Scot decision and, 78; North-
ern perception, 41

Slavery: CRC on, 48, 49, 51; Freeport Doctrine,
201; government’s role, CRC on, 52, 82-83, 84,
151; religion’s role in, CRC on, 81-82, 84, 85-86

Southworth, E. D. E. N. (novelist): divorce, 210;
marriage, 21

Spiritualism, 113

Spiritual science, 32, 113—14; CRC on, 114, 144;
orthodox religions and, 113. See also Spiritual-
ism; Phrenology; Mesmerism

Stone, Lucy: letters to CRC (1881-83), 208; Ober-
lin College and, 119

Suffrage, women’s: CRC on, 153—54, 156, 160—61;
Ohio vote (1857), 155. See also Women’s rights

Teachers, women: Ashtabula County and, 15-16;
Illinois State Normal University and, 206;
marriage and, 205; Ohio and, 15-16; wages
and, 16, 171-72

Temperance: antebellum agendas, 174; CRC on,
4950, 175—77, 203; divorce as remedy, 174—75;
women’s rights and, 174—75

Thackeray, William Makepeace: CRC on, 193

Theology. See religion

Treatise on the Domestic Economy. See under
Beecher, Catharine

Trollope, Frances, 22

True woman. See Separate spheres; Woman’s
sphere; Women’s roles

Truth, Sojourner, 155, 236n14; letter to CRC
(1882), 208

Tuesday Club (Ann Arbor, Michigan), 215

Ultras: abolition and, 42; “coming out,” 69; CRC
on, 68; radical opinions, 79; societal reform,
425 women’s roles, 42, 80—81

Underground Railroad (Ohio), 12, 43, 48

Universalism: CRC on, 112-13

Utopian community. See Brook Farm

Visiting: CRC on, 19, 63, 106, 125, 133—35, 144, 192.
See also Friendship; Women’s networks

Wages, teaching, 16, 17172

Western Anti-Slavery Society: speaking tour
(1860), 150

Western Reserve: antislavery movement, 10;
cheese production, 37; early settlement, 5, 6



Index

Woman in the Nineteenth Century (Fuller), 66

Woman’s Journal (Stone): Rose Colby and, 208

Woman'’s sphere, xii—xiii, 17-18, 221-22; CRC on,
27, 52, 68, 85, 101, 130—32, 165, 172—74. See also
Separate spheres; Women’s roles

Women reading: as education, 65—66; as support,
184; uses of, 143,194

Women’s health: Catharine Beecher on, 196;
hysteria diagnosis, 196

‘Women’s networks, 62-63; as support systems,
134, 35; purposes of, 59; reading and, 143; role
of mother-daughter bond and, 135; rural
women and, 56, 135; schoolgirl friendships
and, 56. See also Friendship; Visiting

Women’s rights, xiii, 221-22; conventions and,
136, 155, 222; CRC on, 76, 117, 158—62, 203;
Frances Dana Gage and, 136; Ohio move-
ment, 85, 154—55; rhetoric, 162, 172; temper-
ance reform and, 174—75; working class
women and, 171. See also Suffrage, women’s

255

Women’s roles: antislavery and (1850s), 79—81;

Ashtabula Sentinel on, 155-56; Catharine
Beecher on, 101, 202; Civil War and, 14s,
162—63, 165, 169, 180; club movement and,
214, 215; cultural organizations, 88, 167; dairy
farming, 37-38, 39; divorce and, 21011,

212; frustration and, CRC on, 110, 120—21;
housekeeping and, 2122, 93; illness and,
196; marriage and, 17-18, 21, 23; motherhood
and, 45; professional reformers, 80; religion
and, 28, 73; societal norms and, 98, 202,

221; socioeconomic factors, 163; Ultras and,
80-81; women’s rights movement and 221-22;
women writers and, 44—45

‘Women writers: as domestic novelists, 21, 193,

210; Civil War and, 169, 187; challenges for, 40,
44—45; men’s appearance in private writings,
29; rhetorical strategies, 162

Wright, Henry, 74



	Cover
	Title
	Copyright
	Dedication
	Contents
	Acknowledgments
	Introduction
	Part I. An Expected Life
	1. 1827–1848
	2. 1848–1853
	3. 1853–1857

	Part II. The Battle to Change Expectations
	4. October 1857–January 1858

	5. December 1857–May 1858
	6. June 1858–December 1858
	7. November 1858–November 1859

	8. November 1859–February 1861
	9. February 1861–November 1861
	10. September 1861–December 1862

	Part III. Expectations Stagnate: Acceptance or Defeat?
	11. September 1862–April 1865
	12. February 1865–July 1900

	Conclusion
	Abbreviations
	Notes
	Bibliography
	Index



