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With the addition of the Kent 
State University Press catalog 
to Edelweiss+, it’s easier than 

ever to find information on our books — both 
what’s coming up and what’s already out 
there. Whether you’re buying for a bookstore 
or library, looking for books to review, doing 
research in a particular area of scholarship, or 
simply an avid reader, you can use the robust 
search capabilities of Edelweiss+ to find just 
what you’re looking for.
	 Prefer a physical print copy of our 
catalog? You may download and print a PDF 
copy from Edelweiss+ or from our website at 
KentStateUniversityPress.com or request a 
traditional printed copy directly from us.

	 As you browse the new titles in this 
catalog — including The Other Veterans 
of World War II by Rona Simmons, a long 
overdue history of men and women who 
served in noncombat roles in WWII, and The 
Beauty Defense by Laura James, a com-
pendium of fascinating stories featuring 32 
beautiful women who got away with murder 
— please remember that most of titles are 
also available as ebooks through your favor-
ite vendors, and new titles are being added 
continuously as audiobooks. 
	 It’s a privilege to serve both the reading 
public and the academic community through 
the publications we make available. Learn 
more about us at KentStateUniversityPress.
com, on Facebook at kentstateuniversity 
press, or on Twitter @KentStateUPress. We 
look forward to engaging with you!
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The Collinwood 
Tragedy 
The Story of the Worst School 
Fire in American History
James Jessen Badal

A devastating loss of life and a community’s 
response

March 4, 1908, seemed an ordinary morning at 
Lakeview Elementary School in Collinwood, 
Ohio, when fifth grader Emma Neibert noticed 
wisps of smoke. Her discovery soon led to a 
panicked stampede inside the school— the 
chaos of nine teachers trying to control and 
then save pupils in overcrowded classrooms. 
Outside, Collinwood’s inadequate volunteer 
fire department— joined by members of the 
Cleveland fire department— fought a losing 
battle with the rapidly spreading blaze.
	 While some inside jumped from the build-
ing to safety, most were trapped. Ultimately, 
172 children, two teachers, and one rescue 
worker were killed, and the Collinwood com-
munity was irrevocably changed. 
	 The fire’s staggering death toll shocked 
the country and resulted in impassioned 
official inquiries about the fire’s cause, the 
building’s structure, and overall safety 
considerations. Regionally, and eventually 
nationwide, changes were implemented in 
school structures and construction materials.
	 James Jessen Badal’s extensive research 
reveals how the citizens of Collinwood were 
desperate to find someone to blame. Rumor 
and suspicion splintered the grieving commu-
nity. And yet they also rose to the challenge 
of healing: officials reached out to immigrant 
families unsure of their rights; city charities, 
churches, and relief agencies responded with 
medical help, comfort for the bereaved, and 
financial support; and fundraising efforts to 
assist families totaled over $50,000 — more 
than $1 million today.

James Jessen Badal is an award-winning author and 
assistant professor of English and journalism at the 
Eastern Campus of Cuyahoga Community College. He 
has served on the board of trustees of the Cleveland 
Police Historical Society since 2001. His previous 
books include In the Wake of the Butcher: Cleveland’s 
Torso Murders, Twilight of Innocence: The Disappear-
ance of Beverly Potts, Though Murder Has No Tongue: 
The Lost Victim of Cleveland’s Mad Butcher, and Hell’s 
Wasteland: The Pennsylvania Torso Murders.

REGIONAL HISTORY 
February 2020, 184 pp., 6 x 9 
Paper $24.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-391-2 
77 photographs

Twilight of Innocence:  
The Disappearance of Beverly Potts
James Jessen Badal
Paper $19.95t 
ISBN 978-0-87338-836-8

Related Interest     ▾
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Robert K. Elder
Foreword by Brian Azzarello

Pop culture Papa—caricatures and parodies  
of the iconic author

Ernest Hemingway casts a long shadow in 
literature—reaching beyond his status as a 
giant of 20th-century fiction and a Nobel Prize 
winner—extending even into comic books. 
Appearing variously with Superman, Mickey 
Mouse, Captain Marvel, and Cerebus, he has 
even battled fascists alongside Wolverine 
in Spain and teamed up with Shade to battle 
adversaries in the Area of Madness. 
	 Robert K. Elder’s research into Heming-
way’s comic presence demonstrates the truly 
international reach of Hemingway as a pop 
culture icon. In more than 120 appearances 
across multiple languages, Hemingway is of-

ten portrayed as the hypermasculine legend: 
bearded, boozed up, and ready to throw a 
punch. But just as often, comic book writers 
see past the bravado to the sensitive artist 
looking for validation. Hemingway’s role in 
these comics ranges from the divine to the 
ridiculous, as his image is recorded, distorted, 
lampooned, and whittled down to its essen-
tial parts.
	 As Elder notes, comic book creators and 
Hemingway share a natural kinship. The 
comic book page demands an economy of 
words, much like Hemingway’s less-is-more 
“iceberg theory,” only in graphic form. In addi-
tion, he turned out to be the perfect avatar for 
comic book artists wanting to tell history-rich 
stories, as he experienced beautiful places 
during the most chaotic times: Paris in the 
1920s, Spain during the Spanish Civil War, 

Hemingway in Comics
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Left: Carver by Chris Hunt and Paul Pope.
Top: Sketches from “Living on $1000 a Year in Paris” by Steve Rolston.
Below: The Hemingway Triathlon by Dirk-Jan Hoek.
Right: A Lonely Life artwork by Gavin Aung Than.

HEMINGWAY STUDIES/COMICS 
June 2020, c. 224 pp., 71/2 x 101/2 
Paper w/flaps $29.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-400-1
270  illustrations 

Robert K. Elder is chief digital officer at the Bulletin 
of the Atomic Scientists and the author of 12 books, 
including The Mixtape of My Life and Hidden Hem-
ingway: Inside the Ernest Hemingway Archives of Oak 
Park, which won both the 2017 Gold IPPY Award and 
the 2017 Eric Hoffer Award for reference works. 

Cuba on the brink of revolution, France during 
World War I and during World War II just after 
the Allies landed in Normandy. 
	 Hemingway in Comics provides a unique 
lens for considering one of our most influen-
tial authors. Not only for the dedicated Hem-
ingway fan, this book will appeal to all those 
with an appreciation for comics, pop culture, 
and the absurd.
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Witnessing the American Century:  
Via Berlin, Pearl Harbor, Vietnam,  
and the Straits of Florida
Capt. Allen Colby Brady, USN   
Cloth $29.95t  
ISBN 978-1-60635-362-2

Theodore Catton is an award-winning author of 
books about the American West. A freelance histo-
rian, he specializes in studies for the National Park 
Service. He was a Fulbright scholar in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, where he researched the history of the 
New Zealand national parks.

A Young Sailor 
at War
The World War II Letters  
of William R. Catton Jr.
Edited by Theodore Catton

An intimate look into a young sailor’s 
experience through his letters home

While a number of published collections of 
World War II letters are available to readers, 
few rise to the level of war literature. But A 
Young Sailor at War: The World War II Letters 
of William R. Catton Jr. is remarkable for the 
narrative skill, exuberance, and candor of its 
letter writer, and for his youthful but thought-
ful commentary. Edited by his son Theodore, 
Catton’s letters give us a truly intimate look 
into an essential piece of history.
	 William R. Catton Jr. volunteered for navy 
service on his 17th birthday and served as a 
plane handler on board the aircraft carrier USS 
Ticonderoga from August 1944 through the end 
of WWII. He learned how to rebuild an aircraft 
engine and fire a .50-caliber machine gun be-
fore he was 18 and made two voyages across 
the Pacific and saw a year of combat before 
he was 20. He was wounded in a devastating 
kamikaze attack in January 1945, and he was 
on deck to watch the sunrise on Mount Fuji 
when the Ticonderoga entered Tokyo Bay after 
the Japanese surrender eight months later.
	 Bill was a prolific correspondent who 
displayed a wide-eyed sense of adventure and 
a self-conscious pride in being a witness to 
history. Upon returning home, his sea stories 
mostly went untold, his Purple Heart medal 
went into a box of mementos never to be shown, 
while his letters from the war—carefully saved 
by his mother—went unread until after his 
death, when his son began to examine them.
	 Interestingly, Bill Catton went on to 
become a sociologist well known for his work 
on the environment and human ecology.

HISTORY/WORLD WAR II 
March 2020, 260 pp., 6  x 9 
Cloth $34.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-393-6 
39 photographs, 1 map

Related Interest     ▾
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Beyond the Call of Duty
Judith Barger   
Cloth $29.95t  
ISBN 978-1-60635-154-3

Rona Simmons has written both novels and works of 
historical fiction. She coauthored Images from World 
War II, celebrating the art of WWII veteran and artist 
Jack Smith. The daughter of a World War II fighter 
pilot herself, she is proud to honor veterans and their 
stories through her work. Her stories, articles, and 
interviews have appeared in regional and national 
literary journals and online magazines.

US HISTORY/WORLD WAR II 
April 2020, c. 272 pp., 6 x 9 
Cloth $27.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-398-1 
19 photographs, 3 maps

The Other 
Veterans of 
World War II
Stories from Behind  
the Front Lines
Rona Simmons

The untold stories of troops serving  
miles away from the battlefront

For decades, the dramatic stories of World 
War II soldiers have been the stuff of memoirs, 
interviews, novels, documentaries, and feature 
films. Yet the men and women who served in 
less visible roles, never engaging in physical 
combat, have received scant attention. 
	 Convinced that their depiction as pencil 
pushers, grease monkeys, or cowards was far 
from the truth, Rona Simmons embarked on a 
quest to discover the real story from the non-
combat veterans themselves. She sat across 
from 19 veterans or their children, read their 
letters and journals, looked at photos, and 
touched their mementos: pieces of shrapnel, 
a Japanese sword, a porcelain tea set, a pair of 
wooden shoes, a marquisette wedding gown.
	 Compiling these veterans’ stories, Sim-
mons follows them as they report for service, 
complete their training, and often ship out to 
stations thousands of miles from home. She 
shares their dreams to see combat and disap-
pointment at receiving noncombat positions, 
as well as their selflessness and yearning 
for home. Ultimately, Simmons finds the 
noncombat veterans had far more in common 
with the frontline soldiers than differences.
	 Simmons’s extensive research gives us 
a more complete picture of the war effort, 
bringing long-overdue appreciation for the 
men and women whose everyday tasks, 
unexpected acts of sacrifice, and faith and 
humor contributed mightily to the ultimate 
outcome of World War II. 

Related Interest     ▾
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Bigamy and Bloodshed:  
The Scandal of Emma Molloy  
and the Murder of Sarah Graham
Larry E. Wood  
Paper $24.95t 
ISBN 978-1-60635-385-1

Retired journalist Gary Sosniecki worked at news
papers in four states during his 43-year career. 
He has received dozens of awards for journalism 
excellence from state, national, and international 
newspaper organizations, including the Eugene Cervi 
lifetime achievement award from the International 
Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors. Gary was 
inducted into the Missouri Press Association Hall of 
Fame in 2014.

TRUE CRIME HISTORY 
June 2020, c. 216 pp., 6 x 9 
Paper $24.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-404-9 
24 photographs, 1 map

The Potato 
Masher Murder
Death at the Hands of a 
Jealous Husband
Gary Sosniecki

Discord and domestic violence end in murder

Albin Ludwig was furious. He had caught his 
wife, Cecilia, with other men before; now, 
after secretly following Cecilia one evening 
in 1906, Albin was overcome with suspicion. 
Albin and Cecilia quarreled that night and 
again the next day. Prosecutors later claimed 
that the final quarrel ended when Albin 
knocked Cecilia unconscious with a wooden 
potato masher, doused her with a flammable 
liquid, lit her on fire, and left her to burn to 
death. Albin claimed self-defense, but he was 
convicted of second-degree murder.
	 Newspaper coverage of the dramatic 
crime and trial was jarringly explicit and 
detailed, shocking readers in Indiana, where 
the crime occurred. Peter Young of the South 
Bend Times wrote that the murder’s “horrors 
and its shocking features . . . have never 
before been witnessed in Mishawaka.” The 
story was front-page news throughout north-
ern Indiana for much of a year.
	 For several generations, the families of 
both Cecilia and Albin would be silent about 
the crime—until Cecilia’s great-grandson, 
award-winning journalist Gary Sosniecki, 
uncovered the family’s dark secret. As he 
discovered, wife beating was common-
place in the early 20th century (before the 
gender-neutral term of “domestic violence” 
was adopted), and “wife murder” was so 
common that newspapers described virtually 
every case by that term. At long last, The 
Potato Masher Murder: Death at the Hands 
of a Jealous Husband unearths the full story 
of two immigrant families united by love and 
torn apart by domestic violence.

Related Interest     ▾
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The Passing of Starr Faithful
Jonathan Goodman  
Paper $24.95t  
ISBN 978-0-87338-544-1

TRUE CRIME HISTORY  
February 2020, 208 pp., 6 x 9 
Paper $24.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-394-3 
39 photographs

The Beauty 
Defense
Femmes Fatales on Trial
Laura James

Beautiful, accused of murder, guilty as sin—
and unpunished

Justice is blind, they say, but perhaps not to 
beauty. In supposedly dispassionate courts 
of law, attractive women have long avoided 
punishment, based largely on their looks, for 
cold-blooded crimes. The Beauty Defense: 
Femmes Fatales on Trial gathers the true 
stories of some of the most infamous femmes 
fatales in criminal history, collected by attor-
ney and true crime historian Laura James. With 
cases from 1850 to 1997, these 32 examples 
span more than a century and cross cultures, 
ethnicities, and socioeconomic status. But all 
were so beautiful, as James demonstrates, 
that they got away with murder. 
	 When Madeline Smith, a Glasgow socialite, 
tried to end a relationship with one man to 
date another, her jilted lover proved difficult 
to shake. She solved the problem, James 
writes, with arsenic-laced chocolates. And 
in Warrenton, Virginia, mild-mannered 
heiress Susan Cummings gunned down her 
polo-playing boyfriend, Roberto, following a 
disagreement. While these two women lived 
in different centuries and on different conti-
nents, both of their lawyers argued that they 
were too beautiful to be killers. And in both 
cases, the juries bought it.
	 In telling the stories of Madeline Smith 
and Susan Cummings—and 30 others—James 
proves the existence of the so-called Beauty 
Defense and shines a spotlight on how gender 
bias has actually benefited femmes fatales 
and affected legal systems across the world.

Related Interest     ▾

Laura James is a true crime author and reviewer 
whose literary website Clews, devoted to historical 
true crime, has earned millions of hits. She is an 
attorney in private practice in Michigan. 
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US HISTORY 
April 2020, c.100 pp., 51/2 x 81/2 
Paper $12.95t, 978-1-60635-405-6 
16 photographs, 1 map

James A. Tyner is professor of geography at Kent State 
University and a fellow of the American Association of 
Geographers. He is the author of 18 books, including 
War, Violence, and Population: Making the Body Count, 
which received the AAG Meridian Book Award for 
Outstanding Scholarly Contribution to Geography.
Mindy Farmer is director of the May 4 Visitors Center 
and assistant professor of history at Kent State 
University. Previously she served as the founding 
education specialist at the federal Richard Nixon 
Presidential Library and Museum.

Cambodia  
and Kent State
In the Aftermath of Nixon’s 
Expansion of the Vietnam War
James A. Tyner and Mindy Farmer

An introduction to the issues and 
international context of the Kent State 
shootings

President Nixon’s announcement on April 30, 
1970, that US troops were invading neutral Cam-
bodia as part of the ongoing Vietnam War cam-
paign sparked a complicated series of events 
with tragic consequences on many fronts. 
	 In Cambodia, the invasion renewed calls 
for a government independent of western 
power and influence, eventually resulting in 
a civil war and the rise of the Khmer Rouge. 
Here at home, Nixon’s expansion of the war 
galvanized the long-standing anti–Vietnam 
War movement, including at Kent State Uni-
versity, leading to the tragic shooting deaths 
of four students on May 4, 1970.
	 This brief book concisely contextualizes 
these events, filling a gap in the popular 
memory of the 1970 shootings and the wider 
conceptions of the war in Southeast Asia. 
In three succinct chapters, James A. Tyner 
and Mindy Farmer provide background on 
the decade of activism around the United 
States that preceded the events on Kent 
State’s campus, an overview of Cambodia’s 
history and developments following the US 
incursion, and a closing section on histori-
cal memory—poignantly tying together the 
subject matter of the preceding chapters. 
	 As we grapple with the legacy of the Kent 
State shootings, Tyner and Farmer assert, we 
should also grapple with the larger context 
of the protests, of the decision to bomb and 
invade a neutral country, and the violence 
and genocide that followed. 

Related Interest     ▾
This We Know: A Chronology  
of the Shootings at Kent State,  
May 1970
Carole A. Barbato, Laura L. Davis,  
and Mark F. Seeman
Paper $12.00t
ISBN 978-1-60635-185-7
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US HISTORY 
APRIL 2020 c. 288 pp., 6 x 9  
Paper $34.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-401-8 
34 photogrpaphs

Susan J. Erenrich has worked for over 40 years in 
nonprofit and arts administration, civic engage-
ment, and community service. She has worked as a 
professor and lecturer at the American University, 
New York University, and Northwestern University, 
teaching courses on social impact and leadership 
development. She is the author of several works on 
May 4, the Vietnam War, and social reform.

The Cost  
of Freedom
Voicing a Movement  
after Kent State 1970
Edited by Susan J. Erenrich
Foreword by Kenneth Hammond

A people’s history of the ongoing search for 
truth, justice, and reconciliation

The Cost of Freedom: Voicing a Movement 
after Kent State 1970 is a multi-genre collec-
tion describing the May 4, 1970, shootings at 
Kent State University, the aftermath, and the 
impact on wider calls for peace and justice. 
Fifty years after the National Guard killed 
four unarmed students, Susan J. Erenrich 
has gathered moving stories of violence, 
peace, and reflection, demonstrating the 
continued resonance of the events and the 
need for sustained discussion. This anthol-
ogy includes poetry, personal narratives, 
photographs, songs, and testimonies—some 
written by eyewitnesses to the day of the 
shootings—as well as speeches from recent 
commemoration events and items related 
to the designation of the site on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2016.
	 Erenrich, who came to Kent State in 1975 
as a college freshman, became a member of 
the May 4 Task Force, a student organization 
that continues to the present as an organizing 
group for marking the anniversary each year. 
Her involvement with the task force led her 
to make the many connections with writers, 
artists, and memory-keepers that have built 
this collection of primary source material. 
	 While a number of books and articles over 
the years have treated the Kent State shoot-
ings and aftermath, this collection is unique 
in its focus on justice issues and its call for 
the future. The movement to seek justice, 
as Erenrich notes, is an ongoing one. These 
voices call to us to continue to move forward 
even as we learn from the past.

Related Interest     ▾
Above the Shots:
An Oral History of the  
Kent State Shootings
Craig S. Simpson and  
Gregory S. Wilson
Paper $28.95t
ISBN 978-1-60635-291-5
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May 4 Resources
Additional resources for understanding the  
Kent State Shootings of 1970

MAY 4TH VOICES
KENT STATE, 1970: A PLAY
David Hassler  
Foreword by Tom Hayden
Paper $19.95t
ISBN 978-1-60635-165-9

A TEACHER’S RESOURCE 
BOOK FOR MAY 4TH 
VOICES: KENT STATE, 1970
John Morris
Paper $45.00t
ISBN 978-1-60635-166-6

KENT STATE AND MAY 4TH:
A SOCIAL SCIENCE  
PERSPECTIVE  
THIRD EDITION, REVISED 
AND EXPANDED
Edited by Thomas R. Hensley  
and Jerry M. Lewis
Paper $45.00s
ISBN 978-1-60635-048-5

MOMENTS OF TRUTH
A PHOTOGRAPHER’S EXPERIENCE 
OF KENT STATE 1970
Howard Ruffner
Foreword by Thomas M. Grace
Cloth $34.95t
ISBN 978-1-60635-367-7
150 Photographs
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THIS WE KNOW
A CHRONOLOGY OF THE  
SHOOTINGS AT KENT STATE,  
MAY 1970
Carole A. Barbato, Laura L. Davis,  
and Mark F. Seeman
Paper $12.00t
ISBN 978-1-60635-185-7

DEMOCRATIC NARRATIVE,  
HISTORY, AND MEMORY
Edited by Carole A. Barbato  
and Laura L. Davis
Paper $29.00s
ISBN 978-1-60635-119-2

KENT STATE/MAY 4
ECHOES THROUGH A DECADE
Edited by Scott L. Bills
Paper $24.95s
ISBN 978-0-87338-360-8

ABOVE THE SHOTS
AN ORAL HISTORY OF THE  
KENT STATE SHOOTINGS
Craig S. Simpson and  
Gregory S. Wilson
Paper $28.95t
ISBN 978-1-60635-291-5

A GATHERING OF POETS
MAY 4, 1970, ANNIVERSARY  
EDITION
Edited by Maggie Anderson,  
Alex Gildzen, and Raymond A. Craig
Paper $19.95t
ISBN 978-0-87338-468-1
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The Ohio Canals:  
Second Edition
Frank N. Wilcox  
Paper $24.95t 
ISBN 978-1-60635-258-8

Roger Pickenpaugh was a teacher at Shenandoah 
Middle School in Sarahsville, Ohio, for 30 years before 
retiring. His books have focused mainly on outstanding 
Ohio weather events and the Civil War. His most recent 
work, Johnson’s Island: A Prison for Confederate 
Officers, won the Bowling Green Center for Archival 
Collections Local History Publication Award. 

US HISTORY/TRANSPORTATION 
May 2020, c. 224 pp., 6 x 9 
Cloth $29.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-397-4 
16 photographs, 1 map

America’s  
First Interstate
The National Road, 1806–1853
Roger Pickenpaugh

The story of America’s first government-
sponsored highway 

The National Road was the first major im-
proved highway in the United States built by 
the federal government. Built between 1811 
and 1837, this 620-mile road connected the 
Potomac and Ohio Rivers and was the main 
avenue to the West. Roger Pickenpaugh’s 
comprehensive account is based on detailed 
archival research into documents that few 
scholars have examined, including sources 
from the National Archives, and details the 
promotion, construction, and use of this 
crucially important thoroughfare.
	 America’s First Interstate looks at the road 
from the perspective of westward expansion, 
stagecoach travel, freight hauling, livestock 
herding, and politics of construction as the 
project goes through changing presidential 
administrations. Pickenpaugh also describes 
how states assumed control of the road once 
the US government chose to abandon it, in-
cluding the charging of tolls. His data-mining 
approach—revealing technical details, con-
tracting procedures, lawsuits, charges and 
countercharges, local accounts of travel, and 
services along the road—provides a wealth 
of information for scholars to more critically 
consider the cultural and historical context of 
the Road’s construction and use.
	 While most of America’s First Interstate 
covers the early days during the era of stage-
coach and wagon traffic, the story continues 
to the decline of the road as railroads became 
prominent, its rebirth as US Route 40 during 
the automobile age, and its status in the 
present day.

Related Interest     ▾
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Pure Heart: The Faith of a  
Father and Son in the War for  
a More Perfect Union
William F. Quigley Jr. 
Cloth $39.95t 
ISBN 978-1-60635-286-1

Gracjan Kraszewski is director of Intellectual 
Formation at St. Augustine’s Catholic Center at the 
University of Idaho and an instructor in the School of 
Design + Construction at Washington State University. 
The author of The Holdout: A Novel, he previously 
taught in the history department at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

THE CIVIL WAR ER A IN THE SOUTH  
US HISTORY/CIVIL WAR  
April 2020, 216 pp., 6 x 9 
Cloth $45.00s, ISBN 978-1-60635-395-0 
16 photographs

Catholic 
Confederates 
Faith and Duty in the  
Civil War South
Gracjan Kraszewski

Catholics in the South — outsiders or devout 
patriots?

How did Southern Catholics, under inter-
national religious authority and grounding 
unlike Southern Protestants, act with regard 
to political commitments in the recently 
formed Confederacy? How did they balance 
being both Catholic and Confederate? How 
is the Southern Catholic Civil War experience 
similar or dissimilar to the Southern Protes-
tant Civil War experience? What new insights 
might this experience provide regarding Civil 
War religious history, the history of Cathol-
icism in America, 19th-century American 
history, and Southern history in general? 
	 For the majority of Southern Catholics, 
religion and politics were not a point of 
tension. Devout Catholics were also de-
voted Confederates, including nuns who 
served as nurses; their deep involvement in 
the Confederate cause as medics confirms 
the all-encompassing nature of Catholic 
involvement in the Confederacy, a fact greatly 
underplayed by scholars of Civil War religion 
and American Catholicism. Kraszewski argues 
against an “Americanization” of Catholics in 
the South and instead coins the term “Confed-
eratization” to describe the process by which 
Catholics made themselves virtually indistin-
guishable from their Protestant neighbors. 
	 The religious history of the South has 
been primarily Protestant. Catholic Confed-
erates simultaneously fills a gap in Civil War 
religious scholarship and in American Catholic 
literature by bringing to light the deep impact 
Catholicism has had on Southern society even 
in the very heart of the Bible Belt. 

Related Interest     ▾
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Interrupted Music:  
The Making of Tolkien’s Mythology
Verlyn Flieger 
Paper $19.95s  
978-1-60635-824-5

Sam McBride is professor of English and dean of 
graduate education at La Sierra University, where 
he teaches courses in American literature and the 
Inklings. He received La Sierra’s Distinguished Teach-
ing Award in 2011. He is also the coauthor of Women 
among the Inklings.

TOLKIEN STUDIES / INKLINGS STUDIES 
April 2020, 296 pp., 6 x 9 
Cloth $55.00s, ISBN 978-1-60635-396-7

Tolkien’s 
Cosmology
Divine Beings and  
Middle-earth
Sam McBride

Demonstrating the unity of Tolkien’s created 
world across Middle-earth’s Ages

An in-depth examination of the role of divine 
beings in Tolkien’s work, Tolkien’s Cosmol-
ogy: Divine Beings and Middle-earth brings 
together Tolkien’s many references to such 
beings and analyzes their involvement 
within his created world. Unlike many other 
commentators, Sam McBride asserts that a 
careful reading of the whole of the author’s 
corpus shows a coherent, if sometimes con-
tradictory, divine presence in the world.
	 In The Silmarillion, an epic history of the 
First Age of Middle-earth, Tolkien describes 
the Ainur, angelic beings under the direction 
of Eru Ilúvatar, the legendarium’s god, as cre-
ators of physical reality. Some of these divine 
beings, the Valar and the Maiar, enter physical 
reality to oversee its development and pre-
pare for the appearance of sentient life forms 
in Middle-earth: Elves and Humans, Dwarves, 
and eventually Hobbits. In the early stages 
of this history, the Valar and Maiar interact 
directly with Elves and Humans, opposing the 
work of evil beings led by Melkor.
	 Yet Tolkien appears, at first glance, to 
have ignored this pantheon in The Hobbit and 
The Lord of the Rings, set in the Third Age 
of Middle-earth. Tolkien’s letters, however, 
suggest the cosmological structure contin-
ues. And representatives of the Valar and 
Maiar can be seen at work, such as Gandalf 
and Saruman. Tolkien also introduces hints 
that his divine beings continue to influence 
events invisibly, as with the prominence of 
luck in The Hobbit and fortuitous weather 
conditions in The Lord of the Rings.

Related Interest     ▾
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From Reading to Healing: 
Teaching Medical Professionalism 
through Literature
Edited by Susan Stagno  
and Michael Blackie 
Paper $34.95s 
ISBN 978-1-60635-369-1

Kathleen O’Shea is professor of literature and phi-
losophy at Monroe Community College in Rochester, 
New York, and a sufferer of migraines. The recipient 
of numerous teaching awards, she has also been 
published in The Greenwood Encyclopedia of World 
Popular Culture.

LITER ATURE AND MEDICINE 
June 2020, c. 304 pp., 6 x 9 
Cloth $34.95s, ISBN 978-1-60635-403-2

So Much More 
Than a Headache
Understanding Migraine 
through Literature
Edited by Kathleen O’Shea

The experience of migraine from Didion, 
Austen, Herrick, Dickinson, Sacks, Mantel, 
and many others

“English,” wrote Virginia Woolf, “which can 
express the thoughts of Hamlet and the trag-
edy of Lear, has no words for the shiver and 
the headache. . . . let a sufferer try to describe 
a pain in his head to a doctor and language at 
once runs dry.”
	 Despite Woolf’s astute observation and 
the apparent dearth of writings on such sub-
jects, editor Kathleen O’Shea has managed to 
gather a wide selection of helpful excerpts, 
chapters, poetry, and even a short play in this 
anthology—all with a view toward increasing 
our understanding and ending the stigma 
attached to migraines and migraine suffer-
ers. Unlike clinical materials, this anthology 
addresses the feelings and symptoms that 
the writers have experienced, sometimes 
daily. These pieces speak freely about the 
loneliness and helplessness one feels when 
a migraine comes on. The sufferer faces 
nausea, pain, sensitivity to light, and having 
the veracity of all these symptoms doubted by 
others. O’Shea, a professor of literature and 
a migraine sufferer herself, also includes an 
original essay of her own reflections.
	 Offered as an alternative not only to 
medical writing but also to self-help books 
and internet blogs, So Much More Than a 
Headache addresses a real omission in the 
available works on migraine, provides a 
resource for those who may have under
estimated the depth and range of writing on 
this subject, and challenges the cultural bias 
that dismisses migraine as “just a headache.”

Related Interest     ▾
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HUMOR/COMICS/GRAPHIC NOVELS 
February 2020, 512 pp., 91/2 x 71/8 
Cloth $45.00t, ISBN 978-1-60635-392-9 
Illustrated throughout

The 
Complete 
Funky 
Winkerbean
Volume 9, 1996–1998
Tom Batiuk
Foreword by Tony Isabella

Balancing humor with sensitivity to 
tell stories we need to hear

Funky Winkerbean, a newspaper staple since 
1972, is one of the few comic strips that allows 
its characters to grow and age. With this ninth 
volume of the collected Funky Winkerbean, 
containing strips from 1996 through 1998, 
time continues to pass and events take place 
that will forever alter the lives of the core 
characters, even as new characters take the 
stage with stories to tell. 
	 Tom Batiuk’s narrative humor style now 
grows to encompass such diverse events as 
retirement, weddings, treatment of immi-
grants, dating abuse, and post office bomb-
ings. Some of the stories can be told over a cup 
of coffee, while others require a full-on Roman 
feast. As the stories become more universal, 
the humor in Funky continues to become an 
integral part of the ongoing narrative. 

®  BL ACK SQUIRREL BOOKS

Tom Batiuk is a graduate of Kent State University. 
His Funky Winkerbean and Crankshaft comic strips 
are carried in hundreds of newspapers throughout 
the United States. He was recognized as one of 
three finalists in the editorial cartooning category of 
the 2008 Pulitzer Prize awards competition for the 
singular series of daily comic strips that chronicled 
the death of longtime character Lisa Moore, which 
were collected in Lisa’s Legacy Trilogy. His Funky 
Winkerbean series and Roses in December were 
finalists for the 2016 Eisner Awards.

Lisa’s Legacy Trilogy
Tom Batiuk
Cloth, $80.00t
ISBN 978-1-60635-327-1

Strike Four!
The Crankshaft Baseball Book
Tom Batiuk and Chuck Ayers
Cloth, $24.95t
ISBN 978-1-60635-192-5

Related Interest     ▾
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Learning to Heal 
Reflections on Nursing School  
in Poetry and Prose
Edited by Jeanne Bryner and Cortney Davis

Winner of the Working Class Studies Association  
2019 Tillie Olsen Award for Creative Writing

 Paper $29.95t / 978-1-60635-358-5

Discovery and Renewal  
on Huffman Prairie 
Where Aviation Took Wing
David Nolin

Winner of the Next Generation Indie Book Award  
for Regional Nonfiction

Paper $39.95t / 978-1-60635-346-2

The Insanity Defense  
and the Mad Murderess  
of Shaker Heights 
Examining the Trial of Mariann Colby
William L. Tabac

Winner of the 2019 Silver IPPY Award for True Crime

Paper $19.95t / 978-1-60635-352-3

Zoar 
The Story of an Intentional Community
Kathleen M. Fernandez

Winner of the 2019 Communal Studies Association 
Outstanding Publication Award 

Cloth $29.95t / 978-1-60635-374-5
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The Belle of Bedford Avenue 
The Sensational Brooks-Burns Murder in  
Turn-of-the-Century New York
Virginia A. McConnell
Selected as one of the New York Times 75 recommended books  
for summer reading!

Paper $24.95t / 978-1-60635-366-0

Six Capsules 
The Gilded Age Murder of Helen Potts
George R. Dekle Sr. 
“A remarkably fascinating and compelling history . . . brings the era to 
life in gritty, absorbing detail.”— The Strand

Paper $24.95t / 978-1-60635-370-7

Reading Hemingway’s  
The Old Man and the Sea 
Glossary and Commentary
Bickford Sylvester, Larry Grimes, and Peter L. Hays
“Enhances the reader’s experience, taking them to the waters of  
the Gulf of Mexico.”—The Idaho Statesman

Paper $34.95s / 978-1-60635-342-4

From Reading to Healing 
Teaching Medical Professionalism through Literature
Edited by Susan Stagno and Michael Blackie
“Makes a convincing case for the value of literature in medical 
education.”—Journal of Medical Humanities

Paper $34.95s / 978-1-60635-369-1
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War, Memory, and the  
1913 Gettysburg Reunion
Thomas R. Flagel
“A refreshingly bold and wholly original interpretation  
of the fiftieth anniversary reunion in Gettysburg.” 
— Civil War Book Review

Cloth $29.95t / 978-1-60635-371-4

James Riley Weaver’s  
Civil War 
The Diary of a Union Cavalry Officer  
and Prisoner of War, 1863–1865
Edited by John T. Schlotterbeck, Wesley W. Wilson, 
Midori Kawaue, and Harold A. Klingensmith
“A fascinating first-hand account of pure hell.” 
— Civil War News

Cloth $49.95s / 978-1-60635-368-4

Oliver P. Morton and the 
Politics of the Civil War  
and Reconstruction
A. James Fuller
“Essential reading for any historian of the Civil War.” 
—Civil War Book Review

Cloth $59.95s / 978-1-60635-310-3

The Faun’s Bookshelf 
C. S. Lewis on Why Myth Matters
Charlie W. Starr
“Starr does a wonderful job . . . showing that reading religious 
philosophy can be a captivating and inspiring experience.” 
—Rain Taxi

Paper $16.95t / 978-1-60635-349-3
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This catalog contains descriptions of books scheduled for publication during 2019 and some already 
published of continuing interest. All prices are subject to change without notice.
	 The Kent State University Press participates in the Cataloging-in-Publication program of the 
Library of Congress. Professional cataloging data appear on the copyright page in each of our new 
publications.
	 The paper in most of our books meets the guidelines for permanence and durability of the Commit-
tee on Production Guidelines for Book Longevity of the Council on Library Resources. 

Editorial and Marketing Offices
The Kent State University Press, 1118 University Library, P.O. Box 5190, Kent OH 44242-0001 
330-672-7913 Fax 330-672-3104

Sales and Distribution
Trade and Library Orders:	
The Kent State University Press, c/o Baker & Taylor Publisher Services 
30 Amberwood Parkway, Ashland OH 44805
800-247-6553 Fax 419-281-6883 Customer service/inquiries 419-281-1802
orders@btpubservices.com

Returns and Discounts
Prior permission to return is not required. Booksellers may return books within one year of the date 
of the invoice if they are in new, resalable condition (no price marks or stickers) and currently in 
print. Books that are out of print and books in unsalable condition are not returnable and will be sent 
back at the customer’s expense. A packing list showing quantities, discounts received, and invoice 
number(s) must accompany returns. If no invoice number is given, credit will be issued at maximum 
discount. Written notice should be sent to Baker & Taylor Publisher Services within 30 days of receipt 
of damaged or defective books. Direct all returns to ordering address given above. Discount schedules 
will be furnished to booksellers upon request; write the Marketing Department of the Press. The letter 
“t” following the price of a book indicates trade discount; the letter “s” indicates short discount. 

Individual Orders
Individuals are encouraged to order through booksellers. Direct orders from individuals must be prepaid 
in US funds or may be charged to MasterCard, VISA, or Discover. Postage and handling costs should be 
added to each order: $6.50 for one book, $1.50 for each additional book; outside the U.S., $7.50 for one 
book, $2.00 for each additional book. Ohio residents, add 7% sales tax. All prices are retail list and are 
subject to change without notice. Books will be billed at the prices prevailing at the time an order is received 
regardless of the prices appearing in this catalog. Send orders with payment to Baker & Taylor Publisher 
Services at the ordering address listed above.

Examination and Desk Copy Policy
Requests for examination copies must be submitted in writing on departmental letterhead and include 
the course title and number, estimated enrollment, semester it will be taught, and bookstore infor-
mation. Please limit your selection to three titles. All requests must be accompanied by $6.50 per title 
(check or money order only) to cover shipping and handling. Any paperback book priced at $15 or less 
is available at no cost above the shipping and handling fee. Prepayment at a 20% discount (plus ship-
ping) is required for hardcover books and paperbacks priced over $15; check, MasterCard, VISA, or 
Discover will be accepted. If a book is adopted for a class of 10 or more students, the prepayment will 
be refunded; requests for refunds must be accompanied by the name and phone number of the book-
store that placed the order. Examination copies not adopted as texts may be returned for refund of the 
purchase price. All refund requests must be made within 60 days of receipt of the book. Desk copies are 
granted on 10-copy orders when books are required (rather than recommended). The Press reserves 
the right to limit availability of exam and desk copies.
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United States

International
United Kingdom, Europe,  
Middle East, Africa and Latin 
America
Eurospan Group
Gray’s Inn House
127 Clerkenwell Road
London EC1R 5DB
Telephone: +44 (20) 7240 0856
Email: eurospan@turpin- 

distribution.com
www.eurospanbookstore.com

For all other territories contact
Richard Fugini
Marketing and Sales Manager 
rfugini@kent.edu
330-672-8097

New England
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
Vermont

New England Book Reps/Rovers LLC
Stephen Williamson
68 Main Street
Acton MA 01720-3540
978-263-7723
Fax 978-263-7721
wwabooks@aol.com

Mid-Atlantic
Delaware, Maryland, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C.

Chesapeake & Hudson, Inc.
115 West Potomac Street
Brunswick MD 21716
800-231-4469
Fax 800-307-5163
www.cheshudinc.com
Bill Hoar
bill@cheshud.com
Ted Wedel
ted@cheshud.com
Michael Gourley
michael@cheshud.com
Steve Straw
steve@cheshud.com
Janine Jensen
janine@cheshud.com
Robin Bell
robin@cheshud.com

Southeast 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West 
Virginia

Southeastern Book Travelers, LLC
Chip Mercer
104 Owens Parkway, Suite J
Pelham AL  35244
205-682-8570
Fax 770-804-2013
chipmercer@bellsouth.net

Stewart Koontz
Southeastern Book Travelers
206 Bainbridge Rd.
Florence AL 35634
256-483-7969
Fax 770-804-2013
cskoontz@hotmail.com	

Patrick Miner
Southeastern Book Travelers
388 Lake Erie Lane
Mulberry, FL 33860
Pminerbook@gmail.com
386-212-2265 p
770-804-2013 eFax

Midwest
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin

Miller Trade Book Marketing
Bruce Miller
1426 W. Carmen Avenue
Chicago IL 60640
773-275-8156
Cell 773-307-3446
Fax 312-276-8109
bruce@millertrade.com

West
Alaska, Arizona, California,  
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, 
Washington, Wyoming

Bob Rosenberg
The Bob Rosenberg Group
2318  – 32nd Avenue
San Francisco CA 94116
Phone: (415) 564-1248
Fax: (888) 491-1248
Bob@bobrosenberggroup.com
www.bobrosenberggroup.com

for review copies contact
Richard Fugini
Marketing and Sales Manager
330-672-8097
rfugini@kent.edu
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