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Thank You!

n a profile last summer,
I Cleveland Magazine called
Kent State University
Press one of “the region’s most
committed champions,” saying
were “grounded in a belief that
Northeast Ohio has stories
worth telling, and audiences ea-
ger to read them.” We're grateful
for the kind words and want to

—
Light Enters |
the Grove |

thank some of the other media
outlets and literary organiza-
tions that have recently helped
celebrate Kent State’s books and
authors. They include:

The Guardian Boston Globe WPXINBC Television-  North Water Brewing
Slate New York Post Pittsburgh Company
Governing Magazine Cleveland Scene Baltimore Banner Literary Cleveland
MSNBC WKYCNBC Television-  Akron Beacon Journal Lit Youngstown
C-SPAN Cleveland Rust Belt Studies Columbus Book
Foreword Reviews Pittsburgh Post- Middle West Review Festival

Writer’s Chronicle Gazette New Books Network ... and many more.
Defector Pittsburgh Review Politics and Prose

Bustle of Books Bookstore

Largehearted Boy WESA Public Radio- White Whale Books

Baseball Almanac Pittsburgh Fireside Book Shop

We’re thankful for the opportunity to participate in supportive networks across Ohio, the Rust Belt,
and the wider world. Keep up with the latest on your favorite social media platforms and at The
Book Starts Here, our new blog. Or sign up for email updates at kentstateuniversitypress.com.
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g Up in the Rural Midu

JEN SCHWANKE

MEMOIR / REGIONAL INTEREST
February 2027, 240 pages, 6 x 9
Paperback $24.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-516-9

JEN SCHWANKE, EdD, isan educator and the
author of five books on school leadership. A rural Ohio
native, she has spent her career sharing her expertise
on school culture through speaking, consulting,
podcasting, and her popular education newsletter,
Principal Problems. This is her debut memoir.

Related Interest ¥

The First 649 Days:

Essays and Other Acts of Love
Eric LeMay

Paperback $26.95t

ISBN 978-1-60635-506-0

hover over her

Leah Poole Osowski
Paperback $15.00t

ISBN 978-1-60635-297-7

HEVER OVER HER

Just Some Girl
Growing Up in the Rural Midwest

JEN SCHWANKE

“An elegant and deeply felt commentary
on the making of a woman”—Melissa Petro

Set against the backdrop of rural Ohio, Just Some
Girl lyrically unpacks what it means to become

a woman. While the author is initially nurtured
by loving parents and strong sibling bonds,
adolescence finds Schwanke lacking a sense

of identity and feeling deeply insecure, like so
many other teenage girls. To cope, she simulta-
neously reaches toward—and eventually fights
against—disordered eating, alcohol abuse, pain-
ful relationships with men, and self-sabotage.

As Schwanke interrogates her experiences
and choices, she makes connections between her
life and the lives of other women: her mother, her
sisters, a trusted professor, and the women she
encounters in town, at church, or at work. This
through line captures the universal struggle—
told from Schwanke’s unique perspective—to
reject the deep roots of a patriarchal world.

In these essays, Schwanke proves herself to
be an emerging literary voice, reminiscent of
great essayists like Jo Ann Beard and Melissa
Febos. She renders her life—difficulties and
triumphs alike—with stark honesty, compas-
sion, and curiosity. Just Some Girl is a powerful
coming-of-age memoir about how place, family,
and our own choices shape us into wise yet
imperfect adults.

2 www.KentStateUniversityPress.com



Oil Courses

CAROLYN WILLIAMS-NOREN
Padraig O Tuama, Judge

Winner of the 2025 Stan and Tom Wick
Poetry Prize

Grounded in deep concern about the climate
crisis, Carolyn Williams-Noren’s Oil Courses
recalls a family reliant on the oil industry—her
father worked for British Petroleum in Anchor-
age, Alaska—and a summer spent in its service
on Endicott Island. What “curriculum” has

oil offered each of us? To answer, Oil Courses
turns to strange happenings in the changing
landscape and in our interior lives, magnifying
odd scenes that once seemed ordinary and filing
them under the names of school subjects such as
physics, economics, and history.

In these poems, the absurd, the beautiful,
and the alarming collide. Tiny fish begin to
swim sideways, poisoned. The permafrost melts.
Whales are hunted and skinned. The high
school yearbook features students who have hit
moose with their cars. The speaker of one poem
wins a trophy for an essay on the subject “What
Petroleum Means to Me,” presented by a group
of women called the “Petroleum Wives.”

Oil Courses speaks to our collective reliance
on exploitative industries and questions our
responsibilities and relationships to the natural
world. These poems are droll, revealing, and
ultimately haunting.

Related Interest ¥

-~
paw
oo',

RANGE

OIL COURSES

poems by carolyn williams-noren

WINNER OF THE 2025 STAN AND TOM WICK POETRY PRIZE + PADRAIG O TUAMA, JUDGE

WICK FIRST BOOK

POETRY

September 2026, 82 pages, 5% x 8%

Paperback $18.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-511-4 @

CAROLYN WILLIAMS-NOREN has published
two poetry chapbooks, and her work has been in AGNI,
Prairie Schooner, The Iowa Review, Willow Springs, and
many other journals. She’s earned Pushcart nomina-
tions and a Best American Essays notables mention,
plus support from the McKnight Foundation, among
other honors. See more at williams-noren.com.

How Blood Works
How Blood Ellene Glenn Moore
Works Paperback $17.00t

ISBN 978-1-60635-427-8

The Local World

Mira Rosenthal

Paperback $15.00t

ISBN 978-1-60635-105-5

oy

THE LOCAL WORLD
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The Conscience of
a City and a Nation

Paul Block Jr., The Toledo Blade, and
the Shaping of Mid-Century America

DAVID M. MURRAY

The pioneering career and fascinating life

nF A c ITv of one of Toledo’s most notable citizens

The Conscience of a City and a Nation is the first

Paul Block Ir., comprehensive biography of Paul Block Jr., son
The Toleds Blade, of a publishing giant who owned newspapers
across the United States. Although Block was

T passionate about studying chemistry, after his

Mid-Century Amer father’s death, he stepped in to help run papers
the Blocks owned in Pittsburgh and Toledo.

Eventually, Block and his family relocated to
Toledo, one of Ohio’s up-and-coming cities.
After working to gain respect from his col-

BIOGRAPHY / JOURNALISM / REGIONAL INTEREST leagues at The Blade, Block became well known
January 2027, 272 pages, 6 x 9 @ for his commitment to unbiased journalism. This
Paperback $32.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-515-2 book traces his long career—his work on the

Toledo Tomorrow project, educating the nation

DAVID M. MURRAY isa former newspaper about the dangers of atomic secrecy, and his ad-
reporter and retired managing editor of The Blade, a vocacy for civil rights and social justice. During
daily newspaper in Toledo, Ohio. a turbulent time in American history, Block was

unafraid to champion causes he believed in.
Making use of archival materials—including
Block’s letters, records, reports, clippings, and
photographs—Murray traces Block’s unlikely
trajectory and his philosophy about the role
journalism should have in influencing change at
Related Interest ¥ the local, national, and even global levels. Metic-
ulously researched and engagingly written, The
Conscience of a City and a Nation is an important
biography about one of Ohio’s most influential

Behind the White House Curtain:
A Senior Journalist's Story of
Covering the President—

Behind the and Why It Matters figures in the 20th century.
Steven L Herman
Paperback $24.95t

ISBN 978-1-60635-509-1

Front-Page Girl

Doris 0’Donnell

Hardback $29.95s

ISBN 978-0-87338-846-7
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The View
from Havana

Searching for Ernest Hemingway
MARK BURRELL

A journalist’s passion for cars and boats
becomes a story that’s part travelogue, part
personal adventure, and part literary study

It began with a simple question: Was Ernest Hem-
ingway a “car guy”? For journalist Mark Burrell,
this initial curiosity turned into a decades-long
quest to learn more about Hemingway by finding
the people who knew him best in Italy, Cuba, and
Key West. With every interview and meeting,
more questions arose. Was an old boat at Hem-
ingway’s Cuban estate, Finca Vigia, the real Pilar
or a replica? Were Hemingway’s furniture, art,
and 9,000-book library still inside the Finca? How
did Cubans feel about the American writer, and
what role did he have in his community there?
‘Was Hemingway’s son, Patrick, right that losing
his hilltop villa after 20 years was the “last straw”
that led to his father’s suicide?

Through a captivating blend of memoir and
personal journalism, Burrell’s explorations
reveal a shy, sensitive artist who never recovered
from losing Finca Vigia, Havana, Cojimar,
and the “good natured people of the northern
shore” to the Cold War. As Burrell got to know
Patrick and those closest to Ernest Hemingway,
he formed a novel view of “the bronze God of
Literature,” as he’s known in Cuba. Burrell’s
adventures took him from dodging freighters at
night in the Gulf Stream to racing vintage cars
in Italy, all in pursuit of better understanding a
literary giant.

THE VIEW FROM HAVANA
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MARK BURRELL

CREATIVE NONFICTION / HEMINGWAY STUDIES /
TRAVEL WRITING

November 2026, 228 pages, 6 x 9

Paperback $27.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-513-8

MARK BURRELL is ajournalist with bylines in
Autoweek, Ruoteclassiche, Inland Architect, and The
Miami Herald’s Sunday magazine Tropic. Burrell’s
areas of professional experience span architecture,
photojournalism, cars, boats, and Cuba.

Related Interest v

Hemingway’s Cuban Son:
Reflections on the Writer by His
Longtime Majordomo

René Villarreal and Radil Villarreal
Hardback $29.95s

ISBN 978-0-87338-977-8

Hemingway, Cuba,

and the Cuban Works

Larry Grimes and Bickford Sylvester
Hardback $65.00s

ISBN 978-1-60635-181-9
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Classic Guards

GREATEST GAMES The 50 Greatest Games in Cleveland
IN Baseball History
CLEVELAND JONATHAN KNIGHT

BRASEBALL
HISTORY

A countdown of the greatest games in
Cleveland baseball history

Classic Guards counts down the 50 great-
est Cleveland Guardians games, from wild
ninth-inning comebacks to dazzling pitching
performances to spellbinding playoff encoun-
ters. The storied history of Cleveland’s endear-
ing baseball franchise is sprinkled throughout
@ @ & m @ @ these tales, from weekday matinees at cozy
League Park at the dawn of the 20th century
to unforgettable autumn nights at Progressive
JONATHAN KNIGHT Field. This updated, revised edition of Classic
Tribe highlights the team’s achievements over

the past 17 years and discusses their bold name

SPORTS / REGIONAL INTEREST change and rebranding.

October 2026, 242 pages, 6 x 9 Jonathan Knight ranks World Series master-

Paperback $21.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-514-5 @ pieces alongside incredible individual perfor-
mances and historic achievements: two perfect

JONATHAN KNIGHT is the author of ten books on games 73 years apart, the most memorable of

Cleveland sports. Knight has also served as an online the 1954 team’s record 111 victories, and the

columnist for TheClevelandFan.com and Football. greatest comeback in baseball history. Included

com, as well as a contributor for ClevelandBrowns. in these pages are the heroics of Cleveland

com. Learn more about Jonathan and his books at legends like Bob Feller, Lou Boudreau, Rocky

jknightwriter.com. Colavito, Omar Vizquel, and José Ramirez, to

name just a few. Whether played on a balmy

summer night on the lakefront or on a golden

October afternoon at the corner of Carnegie and
Related Interest v Ontario, each game included in Classic Guards

Opening Day: is worth remembering and revisiting.

Cleveland, the Indians,
and a New Beginning
Jonathan Knight
Paperback $9.95t

ISBN 978-0-87338-815-3

Classic Reds:

The 50 Greatest Games in Cincinnati
Reds History

Joe Heffron and Jack Heffron
Paperback $19.95t

ISBN 978-1-60635-313-4

6 www.KentStateUniversityPress.com




Cuyahoga Valley
National Park
Handbook,
Third Edition

A Photographic Tour

CAROLYN V. PLATT AND
BOB DOWNING

Foreword by Jennie Vasarhelyi

Exploring Ohio’s only national park,
50 years later

In 1969, the polluted Cuyahoga River burned,
attracting negative national media attention.
As aresponse, what is now Cuyahoga Valley
National Park was established to protect a
section of the lower Cuyahoga. Then, only three
fish were found to be living in those contami-
nated waters. Now, over 50 years later, in 2026,
77 fish species are thriving. Otter, beaver, and
blue heron have also returned to the river’s
banks. And people, too, are benefiting from
the cleaner waters, enjoying water sports like
canoeing, kayaking, and paddling.

This new edition of an essential resource for
visitors to Cuyahoga Valley National Park fea-
tures stunning photos of the park from its past
and present, showcasing its geology and rich
history—including early interactions between
the First Peoples and European colonists. Also
prominently featured is the Ohio & Erie Canal,
which was established 200 years ago. Located
between Akron and Cleveland, the CVNP’s met-
ropolitan setting makes it unique and accessible
to area residents and tourists alike.

At its heart, Cuyahoga Valley National Park
Handbook, Third Edition: A Photographic Tour
is both practical and poetic, updated to present
a more robust account of the river’s renewal
and how plants, animals, and people alike have
benefited from a healthier Crooked River.

Cuyahoga
Valley
National
Park
Handbook

REGIONAL INTEREST / NATURE
September 2026, 64 pages, 10% x 9
Paperback $19.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-504-6 @

CAROLYN V. PLATT is a former professor of English
at Cuyahoga Community College in Cleveland. She is
the author of Birds of the Lake Erie Region and Ohio
Hill Country: A Rewoven Landscape, both published
by Kent State University Press.

BOB DOWNING was the environment reporter at
The Akron Beacon Journal from 1990 to 2016. He won
numerous awards from the Cleveland Press Club, the
Society of Professional Journalists, and the Associated
Press, and contributed to Canal Fever: The Ohio &
Erie Canal from Waterway to Canalway (Kent State
University Press) and Akron’s Daily Miracle: Report-
ing the News in the Rubber City.

Related Interest v

The Prairie Peninsula

Gary Meszaros and Guy L. Denny
Paperback $24.95t

ISBN 978-1-60635-320-2

Light Enters the Grove:

Exploring Cuyahoga Valley National
Park through Poetry

Charles Malone, Carrie George,
and Jason Harris

Paperback $22.00t

ISBN 978-1-60635-485-8

Light Enters
the Grove

Call to Order 800-848-6224 7
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FOREWORD B JOHN MORROW

VOWUME 16
20(7-2019

The Complete
Funky Winkerbean

Volume 16, 2017-2019

TOM BATIUK
Foreword by John Morrow

The slice-of-life comic strip tackles
real-world issues as its conclusion
looms

‘® BLACK SQUIRREL BOOKS
COMICS / GRAPHIC NOVELS

November 2026, 510 pages, 9% x 7%
Hardback $45.00t, ISBN 978-1-60635-508-4

TOM BATIUK is a graduate of Kent State Univer-
sity. His celebrated Funky Winkerbean comic strip
concluded its 50-year run on December 31, 2022. Its
spinoff, Crankshaft, is still carried in hundreds of
newspapers throughout the United States. Batiuk was a
finalist in the cartooning category of the 2008 Pulitzer
Prize awards for the series of daily comic strips that
chronicled the death of longtime character Lisa Moore,
which were collected in the Lisa’s Legacy Trilogy. His
Funky Winkerbean series and Roses in December

were finalists for the 2016 Eisner Awards.

Related Interest v
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The Complete Funky Winkerbean:
Volume 15, 2014-2016

Tom Batiuk

Hardback $45.00t

ISBN 978-1-60635-500-8

The Complete Funky Winkerbean:
Volume 14, 2011-2013

Tom Batiuk

Hardback $45.00t

ISBN 978-1-60635-481-0

8 www.KentStateUniversityPress.com

In this penultimate volume of The Complete
Funky Winkerbean, creator Tom Batiuk gives
unique insight into his creative process and
explains why he made the difficult decision to
end the strip after 50 years. But even with the
strip’s conclusion in sight, Batiuk still takes risks,
including introducing dramatic new storylines.

Volume 16 covers the birth of Atomik
Komix, a small comic book publishing com-
pany. Band leader Harry L. Dinkle and the
Bedside Manorisms visit Memphis to cut some
sides at Sun Studios. One of the most compel-
ling character arcs is Bull Bushka’s. In high
school, he had been the star football player—but
he was also a bully. Years later, he apologized
for his behavior and made amends. Despite this
transformation, in this volume, Bull remains
troubled, is diagnosed with chronic traumatic
encephalopathy, and subsequently dies by
disease-related suicide. As always, Funky is
shaped by current events—this time national
conversations about sports injuries, athletes’
well-being, and concussion protocol.

In his foreword, John Morrow writes, “The
strip is touching, even melancholy at times . . .
I think it’s a misnomer to call Funky Winker-
bean a ‘comic strip’; it may’ve started out that
way, but now it’s more of a ‘cartoon epic drama,’
and totally deserving of all its critical praise.”
As the conclusion to Funky Winkerbean draws
closer, readers are reminded of why the strip has
such a devoted following—why its stories and
characters continue to resonate with readers of
all ages.




Ida McKinley
The Turn-of-the-Century First Lady through War, Assassination,
and Secret Disability

CARL SFERRAZZA ANTHONY
Published in Cooperation with the National First Ladies Library

The fascinating life of a First Lady from Ohio

d3dVd NI M3aN

$36.95t
ISBN 978-1-60635-517-6

Race and Medicine in Nineteenth- and Early-Twentieth-
Century America
TODD L. SAVITT

Essential analysis of how African Americans experienced healthcare
during a critical time in American history

$39.95s
ISBN 978-1-60635-512-1

Tolkien’s Cosmology
Divine Beings and Middle-earth

SAM MCBRIDE

Demonstrating the unity of Tolkien’s created world across Middle-
earth’s Ages

$39.95s
ISBN 978-1-60635-518-3

Arda [’ Arda Inhabited
Inhabited 1'_ Environmental Relationships in The Lord of the Rings

SUSAN JEFFERS
Examining Tolkien’s fiction through an ecocritical lens

$29.95t
ISBN 978-1-60635-519-0

Call to Order 800-848-6224 9
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LeBron James | |~

THEL RISE. FALL FROM GRACE, AND
RIDEMSTION OF 0H60'S OWN

BILL LIVINGSTON

The Kent State University Press partners with University Press Audiobooks,
an imprint of Redwood Audiobooks, to release audiobooks of select titles.

These titles and more are available through Audible or KentStateUniversityPress.com.

Pity_. Power,
an

Tolkien's

WNESSNG
I TR

The Promise of LeBron James

The Rise, Fall from Grace, and Redemption
of Ohio’s Own

BILL LIVINGSTON

Narrated by Troy Klein

The Forgotten Battles of the
Chancellorsville Campaign
Fredericksburg, Salem Church, and Banks’ Ford
in Spring 1863

ERIC F. NELSON

Narrated by Jack de Golia

A Woman Condemned
The Tragic Case of Anna Antonia

BY JAMES M. GREINER
Narrated by Marilyn May

Witnessing the American Century
Via Berlin, Pearl Harbor, Vietnam,
and the Straits of Florida

CAPT. ALLEN COLBY BRADY, USN
AND DAWN QUARLES

Narrated by Theo Holland

Born to Lose

Stanley B. Hoss and the Crime Spree
That Gripped a Nation

JAMES G. HOLLOCK

Narrated by Kevin Moriarty

Pity, Power, and Tolkien’s Ring
To Rule the Fate of Many

THOMAS P. HILLMAN

Narrated by Lawrence Sonderling

10 www.KentStateUniversityPress.com



SPOTLIGHTING CLEVELAND

Playhouse Square and the Cleveland Renaissance
PI-AYH““S JOHN VACHA

How five beloved Cleveland theaters escaped the wrecking ball and
inspired city-wide urban renewal

Paperback $27.95t
ISBN 978-1-60635-474-2
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Cleveland’s Cultural Gardens
A Landscape of Diversity

JOHN J. GRABOWSKI AND LAUREN R. PACINI

CLEVELAND'S Honoring and embodying the cultural heritages of a region through the
S L (D E beauty of shared outdoor spaces

Paperback with flaps $35.00t
ISBN 978-1-60635-441-4

The Promise of LeBron James
The Rise, Fall from Grace, and Redemption of Ohio’s Own

BILL LIVINGSTON

The story of LeBron James through the eyes of a Cleveland sports insider

LeBronJames  Paperback $24.95t

THE RISE, FALL FROM GRACE, AND ISBN 978-1-60635-484-1

BILL LIVINGETON @

The House That Rock Built

How It Took Time, Money, Music Moguls, Corporate Types, Politicians,
Media, Artists, and Fans to Bring the Rock Hall to Cleveland

NORM N. NITE AND TOM FERAN

THE HOUSE THAT The behind-the-scenes battle for the Rock Hall

Paperback $28.00t
ISBN 978-1-60635-399-8

The Collinwood Tragedy
The Story of the Worst School Fire in American History

JAMES JESSEN BADAL
A devastating loss of life and a community’s response

Paperback $24.95t
ISBN 978-1-60635-391-2

Call to Order 800-848-6224 11




Paperback $27.95t, ISBN 978-1-60635-502-2

“An excellent history of the region’s defeats
and resurrections.”

—PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE

“Thoughtful and richly detailed. . . . Beyond Steel stands
as a testament to the enduring spirit of Pittsburgh and the
broader possibilities for postindustrial regions everywhere.”

—WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORY

12 www.KentStateUniversityPress.com



Sales and Distribution

us

Longleaf Services is the Press’s distributor in the
United States. Trade, library, and course adop-
tion orders can be placed through Longleaf Ser-
vices or by contacting one of our regional sales
representatives.

800-848-6224

orders@longleafservices.com

Canada

Login is the Press’s distributor in Canada.
Inside of Canada: 800-665-1148

Outside of Canada: 204-837-2987
custserv@lb.ca

The Press has Canadian sales representation
through Ampersand.

Toronto office: 416-703-0666

Vancouver office: 604-243-5594

MARKETING & PUBLICITY

For review copies, desk copies,

or publicity information:

Darryl Crosby

Communications and Design Specialist
dcrosby@kent.edu or 330-672-8091

Sales Representatives

NEW ENGLAND
CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT
Keith Arsenault, keith@cheshud.com

EAST COAST

NY

Michael Gourley, michael@cheshud.com
NYC

Alia Almeida, alia@cheshud.com

DE, NJ, PA

Steve Straw, steve@cheshud.com

DC, MD

Janine Jensen, janine@cheshud.com

World

The Press has distribution and sales representa-
tion outside of the US and Canada through Mare
Nostrum Group:
https://mngbookshop.co.uk/publisher/the-kent-
state-university-press/
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RETURNS & DISCOUNTS

The letter “t” following the price of a book indi-
cates a trade discount; the letter “s” indicates a
short discount. Prior permission to return is not
required. Books may be returned within one year
of the date of the invoice and in resellable condi-
tion for full credit. Direct all billing inquiries and

returns to Longleaf Services.

MIDWEST

IA, IL, IN, KS, KY, MI, MN, MO, NE, ND, OH,
SD, WI

ksupress@kent.edu

WEST COAST

AK, AZ, CA, CO, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, UT,
WA, WY

ksupress@kent.edu

SOUTH

AL, FL, MS, TN

Chip Mercer, chipmercer@bellsouth.net

GA, NG, SC, VA, WV

Stewart Koontz, cskoontz@hotmail.com

AR, LA, OK, TX

Sal McLemore, mchoffice@suddenlink.net and
Larry Hollern, Ihollern@aol.com
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